LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK OF THE
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT AND
PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF
THE LORD

MARCH 18 - 24, 2024

Monday, 3/18 T Lenten Weekday, Saint Cyril of
Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church
6pm: Regina Howard by Sharon Richie

Tuesday, 3/19 T SAINT JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

8am: Willa

9am: A.S.

Wednesday, 3/20 T Lenten Weekday
9am: A.S.
6pm Regina Howard by Sharon Richie

Thursday, 3/21 T Lenten Weekday
8am: Patricia Dumenric by Family
9am: A.S.

Friday, 3/22 T Lenten Weekday

8am: Noelle

9am: A.S.

5pm: Stations of the Cross, All Saints

6pm: Stations of the Cross, SS. Cyril and Methodius

Saturday, 3/23 T Lenten Weekday, Saint Turibius
of Mogrovejo, Bishop
8:30am: Ryan (Birthday)

Saturday, 3/23 T Vigil: PALM SUNDAY OF THE
PASSION OF THE LORD
4:30am: Linda Barker by Don & Sharon Barker

Sunday, 3/24 ¥ PALM SUNDAY OF THE
PASSION OF THE LORD
7:30am: Mateusz Wolski, Gift of Faith & Conversion
of Heart
9am: A. S. Regina Howard by Joan Sickler
11am: Parishioners

This Monday, March 18 will be the last meeting,
studying women in the Bible at the home of

Donna Kida. We will meet from 9:00 am — 10:00
am.

Reconciliation Services Next Week

Monday, March 18 -7:00pm - All Saints,
San Pierre
Tuesday, March 19 - 7:00pm - St Thomas, Knox
Wednesday, March 20-7:00pm-SS. Cyril &
Methodius, North Judson
Thursday, March 21 - 7:00pm - Holy Cross,
Hamlet

This week at SS. C & M & All Saints

Mon., Mar. 18 — 9am — Women of the Bible @ Donna
Kida’s home
Thurs., Mar. 21— 2:15pm - Legion of Mary
Fri., Mar. 22 — 5pm — Stations of the Cross, All Saints
Fri., Mar.22 — 6pm — Stations of the Cross, SS. Cyril
& Methodius
Sun., Mar.24 — 9:30am — Religious Education




must follow me, and where | am, there also will my
servant be. The Father will honor whoever serves

me.” When we help the poor, we are truly followers of

Jesus, servant of the poor.
As you place your gift with the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul, know that you are a sign of
God’s love to those who are suffering, and you
give them Easter hope and joy.

In the Gospel today, Jesus says “Whoever serves me

“I'will be their God and they shall be my people. -
Jeremiah 31:33

What does it mean to be God’s people? It means we
recognize that everything we have and everything we

are belongs to God. We aren’t “owners” of anything,
we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given

us.

It means we are willing to use our gifts and our

lives to care for our family, our neighbors and for

Dear Padre

March 17, 2024

What is the difference between tempta-
tion and sin?

The temptations of Jesus, as they are record-
ed in the Gospels (Mark 1:12, Luke 4:1, and
Matthew 4:1), give us the proper direction
with regard to sin and temptation, Jesus was
tempted three times, but he did not sin. More
than that, Jesus put his trust in God during
the temptations. Jesus' message is clear: if
you feel tempted, call out to God!

The Church teaches that sin is a delibera-
tive process, Temptation is something that
happens to you without your consent: a
thought or desire pops into your mind. For
temptation to become a sin, you have to en-
tertain that thought or desire, or plan to act
on it, or do it. That's when temptation “turns
a corner” and becomes sin.

Although the sacrament of penance is
available throughout the year, the Church
places a special emphasis on it during Lent.
There may be a communal penance service
in your area. Perhaps you can commit now to
participating in the service. If it's been a while
since you've been to confession or you're not
sure what to do or say, just tell the priest. He
will show you. @

The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org

people we don’t know, just as God cares for each of

us.

Good News!

March 17, 2024
Fifth Sunday of Lent (B)
Jeremiah 31:31-34 / Hebrews 5:7-9/ John 12:20-33

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

It has been pointed out that one of the tasks of life
is to learn how to die well, that is. to go where we
would rather not go, to love when we know it will
cost, o offer ourselves even when we know we will
be used. If we die a bit every day, sometimes with
struggle and sacrifice in those situations that may call
for such, then at our final moment we will be able to
stand before that specter face to face and not run, sim-
ply because we have met before and have been able to
walk away the victor.

Dying well does not mean we do so without fear.
Courage blossoms when we stand in a field of fear.
Even the Lord Jesus “oftered prayers and supplica-
tions with loud cries and tears™ to God. as the Letter
1o the Hebrews notes. Dying well does not mean we
do so cleanly. Dying is often messy, and it is always
an uprooting that disrupts and scatters everything
ncarby.

Nor does dying well mean we do so in control of
the event. That is what is so devastating about death.
It has complete and total control. At its best and at
its worst the only way to die well is to say “yes™ 1o it
every time it demands our submission. And like the
cye of stillness at the center of the hurricane, it is at
the heart of death where we embrace resurrection and
where the holy offers life. It is where we can have a
deep encounter with the Lord Jesus. @
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The Lord Liberates, the Liar Oppresses  Charles Fraune

In a recent conversation with a former practitioner of the occult, I was able, by God’s
Providence, to make a connection and see a demonstration of the way in which Satan seeks to do
the opposite of what Our Lord does, of how Satan seeks to invert all that is good, to twist and to
pervert it, to taint it and defile it, and to ruin it and the holiness which Our Lord has desired

should come from it.

Satan is the ape of God, as it is said, in that he mocks all that God does, and offers counterfeit
goods in place of what Our Lord is seeking to bestow upon us.

God offers us glory if we follow Him. Satan does as well, but his glory is of this world alone,
which fades and ends in misery and disillusionment. The glory that Our Lord offers is eternal
and must be awaited with great patience.

God offers power and strength and joy. Satan does as well, but his power is for our earthly gain,
his strength is for us to persevere unchallenged in sin and evil, and his “joy” takes the form of
carthly and obsessive pleasures which weaken and imprison us. The power and strength granted
by Our Lord enables us to tread upon serpents, to rise above our sufferings, and to persevere in
holiness against all obstacles. His joy is from a supernatural vision of what fulfills us and secures
" our life in grace and goodness, with the hope of one day seeing the all-good God and Creator
with our own eyes.

God offers us companionship and relationships. Satan does as well, but his companionship is
abusive and threatening, and the relationships he delivers are with those who love evil and will
only treat us as useful tools for their own pleasure and personal gain. Our Lord offers us
companionship with the citizens of Heaven, who selflessly seek our good at all times, and
relationships with His followers on earth, who likewise seck to be holy as He is holy.

God is truthful, and He delivers on His promises, constantly leading us forward in holiness and
happiness. Satan is a liar and, if he does grant what he offers, he uses that “gift” against us to
compel us to serve him in evil and die in mortal sin.

The Providential Conversation

It may seem to be a petty thing to some, but to thosc of faith, and who have experienced Our
Lord’s coordination of events, this story may be edifying. It presents a Providential juxtaposition

of the liberating power of God against the oppressive goal of the Enemy. In the conversation
mentioned above, the former occultist shared an incident when, while deep' into this practice. he

summoned a specific demon to enter his house and dwell there. It seemed that this was an

important moment in his ritual practices, but not something unheard of or extreme, given his

level of involvement at the time. However, as he finished the ritual, the entire house began to
groan and creak as if some great weight had come down upon it. It was clear that the demon had

responded. It was also clear to the occultist that he had made a big mistake.

At that moment in the conversation, I related to him something that had Providentially happened
to me carlier that very day. I had attended Mass at mid-day in my parish Church. The Church is a



tall wooden structure, and the roof often creaks and pops as the sun heats it up in the course of
the day. However, this day, the day of my conversation with this former occultist, the creaking
and popping was different: it happened only once, very loudly, and at the precise moment of the
first Consecration. Further, when this happened, which was many hours before hearing his story,
my initial thought was that it seemed like the whole roof wanted to lift off of the Church and
open up to the sky as the Lord of Hosts descended upon the altar. This was a rather natural
occurrence which Our Lord used to communicate a supernatural joy, and His timing for doing so
was very intentional.

An occultist summons a demon and the house groans in agony at the crushing weight of its
arrival, striking fear and anxiety in the hearts of the inhabitants.

A Catholic priest brings Our Lord Jesus Christ into the Church through the power of the Holy
Spirit and the Consecration of the Host, and the whole Church creaks and pops as if the building
itself wished to embrace the Almighty with open arms. Inside, the faithful are filled with hope
and joy and a surge of faith in the presence of God in their midst.

The Victorious Battle Makes the Sun Shine Brighter
When Our Lord entered the world, He initiated a real and often violent battle with the forces of
evil. After His Birth, the devil orchestrated the slaughter of the Innocents whom the wicked King
Herod thought could possibly be the newborn King. When He manifested Himself in the midst of
the people of Israel and began His public ministry, the devil sought to orchestrate His death at
every turn until, at last, through Rome, he accomplished this feat.

When we follow Our Lord in this world overrun by evil and under the power and influence of the
Evil One, and we encounter the opposition which Satan wields against us, we are often prone to
discouragement. He is crafty and convincing and very capable of leading us astray. We grow
weary from his temptations and from laboring in the work of perseverance, often turning inward
and relying upon ourselves alone for the strength to carry on. This mistake places us beneath
Satan’s oppressive works.

If we would, instead, refuse to lay down the sword of faith and would choose to wield this
weapon rather than our own fallen wills, we would remain as steadfast soldiers on the battlefield
and, despite the injuries we may endure, would stand up in glory on the day the dust settles.

Our Lord liberates us but Satan, the Liar, oppresses us. On the battlefield of salvation, the sun is
indeed darkened, but it shines, nonetheless. When we hold fast to the Lord, the Satanic veil over
this world will be pierced by His divine grace, and we will know, with the confidence found only
in the Holy Spirit, that goodness will prevail despite the apparent strength of evil.

The “weakness” of the martyr, who must let his life be snuffed out in this world, will be seen to
be a divine strength, ushering him into the Kingdom of Heaven amidst fitting praise for his
victory. When the victory is finally won for all followers of Christ, and Satan’s mechanisms and
instruments of deception are thrown down, the sun will shine all the brighter for the time it was
veiled. Let us see the devil for who he is, resist him, and await with hope and eager expectation,
the glory of Christ’s eternal victory.



And I have understood,;



“An Easter Prom ise

If we but had the eyes to se€
God’s face in every cloud,
If we but had the ears to hear
His voice above the crowd
1f we could feel His gentle touch
In every Springtime breeze
And find a haven in His arms
- ’Neath sheltering, leafy trees . . .~
" If we could just lift up our hearts
Like flowers to the sun
And trust His Easter Promise
And pray, “Thy Will Be Done’,
we’d find the peace we're seeking,
The kind no man can give,
The peace that comes from knowing

He Died So We Might Live!



