LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK OF
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
AND THE BAPTISM OF THE
LORD

January 5 - 11, 2026

Monday, 1/5 t Saint John Newman, Bishop
6pm: Ella

Tuesday, 1/6 T Christmas Weekday, Saint
Andre’ Bessette, Religious

8am: Noelle

9am: A.S. #% The Walsh Family by Mary Daly

Wednesday, 1/7 t Christmas Weekday, Saint
Raymond of Penyafort, Priest

9am: A.S. % The Daly Family by Mary Daly

6pm: Willa

Thursday, 1/8 T Christmas Weekday
8am: Olivia
9am: AS. #% The Walsh Family by Mary Daly

Friday, 1/9 T Christmas Weekday,
8am: Finley
9am: A.S. #% The Daly Family by Mary Daly

Saturday, 1/10 + Christmas Weekday
8:30am: % Aaron Kaminski by The Christian Ladies

Saturday, 1/10 t Vigil: THE BAPTISM OF THE
LORD
4:30pm: Milo

Sunday, 1/11 + THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

7:30am: Parishioners

9am: A. S. #% In Memory of Dawn by Mother, Joan
Sickler

11am: Coleute

% R. L P. ¥
Sharon ®fost, Ss. Cyril €L Methodius

Starke County Food Pantry Needs
Peanut Butter, pancake mix & syrup, canned fruit,
laundry soap, dish soap, toilet tissue, salt, pepper, small

packages sugar & flour, sanitary pads, fresh fruits &
vegetables, canned meat, canned pasta with meat.
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The Epiphany of the Lord, celebrated on January 6th,
is a Christian feast day marking the "manifestation" or
"appearance" of Jesus to the world, primarily
commemorating the visit of the Magi (Wise Men) to
the infant Jesus, symbolizing His revelation to the
Gentiles. Eastern Christianity also includes Jesus'
baptism and the wedding at Cana as key Epiphany
events, all moments where Christ's divinity was
revealed. In Western traditions, it signifies Christ's
first manifestation as Savior to all nations, marked by
the Magi's gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.




Today we remember the three wise men from the East
who came to pay homage to the infant Jesus, bringing
him rich gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The
gifts we bring — our time and service and some share
of what we earn for the work we do — are equally
precious in His sight.

Dear Padre

January 4, 2026

I recently lost my husband of sixty years. | prayed
for him through his four-year iflness. Since he has
died, I cannot pray. Any advice for me?

My heartfelt condolences on your profound loss. When
someone we love dies, a part of us dies too. Some-
times, the trauma is so severe that it can even affect
our relationship with God.

Psychiatrist Elisabeth Kiibler-Ross identified five
stages of grief. In the denial stage, some people can't
accept the reality of the death. It becomes too much
to handle. In the anger stage, some may question their
belief in God—especially if their prayer requests (such
as, “Please God, if you heal my loved one, | will...")
weren't successful in the bargaining stage. People in
the depression stage feel overwhelmed by the reali-
ty of the loss and may not always feel like connecting
with others—even with God in prayer. However, in the
acceptance stage, emotions stabilize, and a person
comes to terms with their new reality. Nothing makes
up for the absence of a loved one, but people manage
to cope and live on.

It's because you loved so deeply that the loss feels
so deep. God accepts you completely; God under-
stands how you feel. He wants you to be at peace and
live life fully. Our compassionate God yearns to help
console you and offer assistance in your healing pro-

cess until you can embrace him again in prayer. ®

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, where
the Magi find the newborn king and offer him gifts of
gold, frankincense and myrrh.

In the spirit of the Magi, please put your gift with the
St. Vincent de Paul Society so that comfort and peace
can once again be given to a newborn child.

Good News!

January 4, 2026
The Epiphany of the Lord (4)
Isaiah 60:1-6 | Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6/
Matthew 2:1-12

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

“We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him
homage” (Matthew 2:2) describes the spark that sent the
Magi on their journey. Something unusual in the sky,
interpreted as a sign of something wonderful—in re-
sponse, they changed direction in their lives and devoted
themselves to a completely different path. As wonderful
as it might well be, a special star in the heavens 1s not the
ordinary experience of how we learn to follow the Lord
or discern his will. If only there could be a sign in God’s
universe for each of us, beckoning us forward, clarify-
ing what we need to do, setting down the path that needs
to be followed. Perhaps life would be much simpler. Or
perhaps not?

Would it truly be less complicated if everything were
made clear and certain? Is the manifestation of God’s
grace and blessings confined to the straight and nar-
row, or can we also experience God in the chaos—"in
the weeds,” so to speak. Human experience seems to
suggest that life 1s more “gray” than “black and white.”
There 1s real grace in the journey, in making mistakes,
even in choosing something that 15 incomplete. Thank-
fully, God’s grace does not need perfection to be pow-
erful. We can know and follow God’s will for us in the
ordinary moments of day-to-day living. We do not need
the extraordinary or the dramatic. @
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The real miracle of the first Christmas: Mary and Joseph’s radical trust in God

(LifeSiteNews) Dec 25, 2025 — As people around the world prepare to celebrate the birth of
Christ on Christmas morning, our minds are drawn back to the first Christmas and the
miraculous story of Jesus’ birth in a stable.

As magical as it sounds, with the star of Bethlehem overhead and shepherds and Wise Men
coming to adore the newborn, the first Christmas is more a story of Mary and Joseph’s total
abandonment and trust in God rather than a perfect fairy tale.

This theme begins at Christ’s conception, when Mary told the angel, “Be it done unto me
according to God’s word.” While Mary understood the gravity of her “yes,” she could never have
imagined what God had in store for her Child. Nevertheless, Mary risked everything when she
told Joseph that she was expecting a baby.

In much the same way, Joseph placed blind trust in God’s providence when he determined to
care for Mary and her Child. Even Jesus’ birth required total trust in God. While most couples
are able to plan their birth in advance, along with necessary medical and practical provisions,
any plans made by the couple were discarded when they learned that they must travel to
Bethlehem at the same time as Jesus was due to be born.

Doubtless the couple worried that Jesus would be born along the way to Bethlehem and they
would not make it to the city. Likewise, when they were told there was no room at the inn, they
must have wondered if they would find shelter at all.

However, even in the foreign town of Bethlehem, God provided for the Holy Family, leading
them to the stable where Christ was born and laid to rest in the manger among the animals.
Shortly after, Joseph again blindly followed the angel’s directions and fled with Mary and Jesus
to Egypt to escape King Herod’s massacre of male children under two years old. Doubtless
Joseph questioned how he would provide for his family in a pagan and foreign country, but
nevertheless he trusted in God’s providence.

In much the same way, Christians journey through life as through a dark tunnel which is
illumined by the light of Christ. However, Christ does not light the entire path, but rather each
step, forcing us to place our trust in His providence.

Often we can feel discouraged when trying to navigate a world overcome by sin and intent on
destroying the Christian family. However, we should take comfort in the fact that we do not
have to know every step of our journey to heaven. Nor do we need to confront every evil in the
world, but rather to follow Mary and Joseph’s example and carry out our duty of the moment.
While it may seem significant at the time, its effect on the world could have eternal
consequences.

Mary and Joseph could not have imagined that their acceptance of Jesus would lead to His
crucifixion and the redemption of humanity. Even more hidden was how Christ’s establishment
of the Catholic Church would transform the world. Just as the Holy Family was unaware of God’s
plan for them, likewise we must not expect to know every turn that our life will take, but rather
place our trust in God. Indeed, perhaps if we could see everything that God has in store for us,
we would find it overwhelming. However, God, in His knowledge, only gives us the trials which
we can face in that moment. So as we navigate our way through the snares of the world, let us
remember Mary and Joseph’s abandonment and trust in God which led to the birth of Jesus
Christ and the salvation of the world.



Every time a hand reaches out

To help another....that is Christmas

Every time someone puts anger aside
And strives for understanding

That is Christmas

Every time people forget their differences
And realize their love for each other

That is Christmas

May this Christmas bring us

Closer to the spirit of human understanding
Closer to the blessing of peace!



