LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK OF
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
AND THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 8 - 14, 2025

Monday, 12/8 T The Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary
(Holy Day of Obligation)
9am: Mass at All Saints
6pm: Eileen McCarthy Monaco by Jack & Kay
Reimbold

Tuesday, 12/9 T Advent Weekday, Saint Jaun
Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

8am: Mary, Nate & Ryan, Safe Travel & Safe Grandkids

9am: Destiny (Birthday) by Great Grandma

Wednesday, 12/10 T Advent Weekday, Our
Lady of Loreto

9am: A.S.- Living and Deceased of the A.S. Sodality

6pm: % Greg Allender by Sharon Richie

Thursday, 12/11 T Advent Weekday; Saint
Damascas |, Pope
8am: 4% Earl Eberhart by Sharon Richie
9am: A.S. Robert Brown, Jt. by John & Vera Bobek &
Family '

Friday, 12/12 t Our Lady of Guadalupe
8am: ¥ % Will Reimbold by Mom & Dad
9am: A.S. Phillis Vlach by John & Vera Bobek & Family

Saturday, 12/13 T Advent Weekday, Saint
Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
8:30am: Special Intention for Grandkids by Annette

Saturday, 12/14 1 Vigil: The Third Sunday of
Advent
4:30pm: Greg Allender by Francie & Charlie Riedelback

Sunday, 12/7 t The Third Sunday of Advent
7:30am: Brother Jims Health by Sister, Annette
9am: A. S. Elaine Grove (Birthday) by Joan Sickler

11am; Parshioners
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This week at SS. C & M & All Saints

Mon., Dec. 8 — 3:30pm — SVDP, Parlor

Tues., Dec.9 — 6pm — Christian Ladies Christmas
Party, Parlor

Thurs. Dec. 11 — 2:15pm — Legion of Mary

Thurs., Dec. 11 — 4pm — Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Thurs., Dec. 11 — 7pm — Men’s Group,

Sun., Dec. 14 — 9:30am — Religious Education

Peg will be on vacation from Monday, December 8 —
December 12, 2025. Volunteers will man the office

from 9am — 12Noon, Monday — Friday.
Thank You Volunteers!!

Reconciliation Services for
Monday, Dec. 15— Thursday, Dec. 18,
2025
Mon., Dec. 15 - 7pm - Reconciliation Services at

All Saints, San Pierre
Tues., Dec. 16 - 7pm - Reconciliation Services at
St. Thomas, Knox
Wed., Dec., 17 - 7pm - Reconciliation Services at
SS. Cyril and Methodius, North Judson
Thurs., Dec. 18 - 7pm - Reconciliation Services
at Holy Cross, Hamlet

The Christian Ladies will celebrate their annual
Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 9, 2025
at 6pm in the church parlor. All Ladies of the
Parish are encouraged to attend.

A Carry-in dinner will be enjoyed by all with fun
games & prizes.

Instead of a gift exchange, a collection will be
taken up for the Starke Co. Food Pantry.

SS. Cyril & Methodius will again be selling our
beautiful Christmas cards featuring our gorgeous
stained-glass windows. Each box of 12 cards will
be $10.00 or 2 boxes for $15.00. Your may
purchase them after the Masses in the Sacristy




In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist urges us to
“Prepare the way of the Lord.” This is what Advent is
all about, for we are called to help prepare the way of
the Lord by making the real meaning of Christmas
come alive in our own hearts, in our family and to
reach out to those in need.

John the Baptist calls us to “prepare the way of the
Lord” by producing good fruit in our lives. As

Christian stewards, this means letting our repentance
bear visible results—acts of generosity, service, and

love that reflect God’s kingd t work within us.
Is there a family you know who needs ove Thal retiect Hods Kingdom at work within us

assistance? Please call the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul so that together we can help
the suffering and poor to celebrate
Christmas.

Dear Padre

December 7, 2025
Do non-Catholics go to heaven?

Yes, they do, because of the grace of God
at work in his people. To suggest otherwise
would seem to imply that Catholics somehow
have a “golden ticket,” or some kind of right
that simply does not exist.

The Incarnation of Jesus healed the divi-
sion between heaven and earth, a division
established by the “sin of Adam” and con-
firmed by our own lives of sin. Through his
passion, death, and resurrection, all has been
restored to the manner that the Father first
envisioned through his Creation. The division
was between humanity and divinity, not be-
tween religious practices and divinity. Cath-
olics believe and celebrate that God accepts
all people of a good heart and a good spirit.
God is not blinded by the labels that some-
times blind his people to the bigger reality.

When Catholics, or people of any reli-
gion, proclaim exclusivity and specialness,
particularly when it concerns eternal life, all
people should be very cautious about what
they assume. To assume a certain type of ar-
rogance—to yourself and to your belief and
life of faith—that excludes others or sepa-
rates another as "not one of us” simply has
no place in the kingdom of God. @

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Good News!

December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent (A)
Isaiah 11:1-10 / Romans 15:4-9 / Matthew 3:1-12

ANN M. GARRIDO

Today’s first reading from the prophet Isaiah offers
a familiar Advent image: the shoot sprouting from the
stump of Jesse. The verses immediately preceding speak
of God walking through the forest with an ax: “The tall
of stature shall be felled, and the lofty ones shall be
brought low™ (Isaiah 10:33). But now. amidst all the de-
struction, a tiny sign of new life emerges, and the Spirit
of God descends upon it, bearing many gifts—wisdom,
understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge, awe, de-
light.

So often, when we scroll through the news, our atten-
tion is captured by violence and war and the “mighty™
who make great noise when they fall. “Even now the
ax lies at the root of the trees,” echoes John the Bap-
tist in today’s gospel. If we are looking for where God’s
Spirit can be found, however, Isaiah reminds us we will
need to look elsewhere. We will need to attend to the
quiet, fragile resurrections taking place below the sur-
face when it appears as if all has been lost. If we seek
wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge,
awe, and delight, we will need to look where the little
ones of the earth are found. We must have our eyes open
for the shoots.

The gospels emphasize that Jesus was one such little
one. Although the glory days of his people seemed to
have come to a crashing close, they have not. In him, we
glimpse the truth that life is stronger than death. We see
that the future has not been erased, no matter how terri-
ble the past. In him, we find our hope. @
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O God our rather, we Wdlll 1O LIOIAALEE o 77 0 “
member how He went into a quiet place to think and pray and choose what He

would do. Help us to bring our minds and hearts, as He brought His, for You
to see. We are not like Him, who had nothing to e ashamed of; but we want
to be like Him, as much as we can. We are sorry for anything in us that is

wrong, and we pray for a blessing on everything in us that is gooa, for Jesus'
sake. Amen. :

If we are to do better today and tomorrow, we need to be forgiven for the
blunders we have already made.

And so, for all our {aults we know of,
we did not know, ~

and for the mistales we made because

We aslk forgiveness.
For greediness or laziness, and for anything that has kept our bodies from
being at their best,
Forgive us, O God.
For not trying hard enough to find out what was right, and for cowardice in
standling up for what we knew was ri ght and true, '
» : Forgive us.
For thinking so much about ourselves that
what we might do for them,
\ Forgive us.
For trying to get the best things for ourselves i
that others had their share,

we did not think of others and of

nstead of being quick to see

. Forgive us.
For the times when we have hurt anybody,
been too careless to be kind,
, Forgive us.
For the hasty words our tongues have spoken, and for the helpful words we
did not have the sense to say,
, Forgive us.
For any unclean speech or cruel gossip, and tor ever forgetting to repeat the
lovely things which would have made somebody glad,
- Forgive us.
For any lies we may have told, and for the other lies we helped to spread by
keeping silence when the truth was twisted,
[Forgive us.
For ever having bullied those who are not as big as we, or having part in
making any boy or girl unhappy,
[Forgive us.
For bad temper and gloominess, and for nursing ou
ought to have gone ahead with cheerfulness again,
, Forgive us.
For cheating or crookedness in work or play or sport, and for cutting corners
to get the things we wanted,
Forgive us.
For the little rudenesses which have disappointed those who loved us, and
for every chance we have lost to be courteous and kind,
Forgive us.

and for the times when we have

r grievances when we



If Jesus Came to Your House
Just suppose Jesus came to your house to spend a day or two,
What if He dropped in unexpectedly, | wonder what you'd do;
Surly you'd give your nicest room to such an honored Guest,
And all the meals you serve to Him would be the very best;
And | know you'd tell Him, that you're glad to have Him there.
For having Jesus in our home would be a joy beyond compare.

When you saw Him coming, would you meet Him at the door,
Would you embrace and welcome your heavenly Visitor?

Or would you run to change your clothes, before you let Him in,
Or hide some magazines, and put the Bible where they'd been?
Would you turn off the radio, and hope He hadn't heard,
Would you wish you hadn't uttered that loud and nasty word?

Would you hide the worldly music, and put a hymnbook out,
Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about?
And what if the Savior chose to stay another day with you,
Would you still keep doing the things that you always do?
Would you keep on saying the things you always say,

And continue running your life as you have from day to day?

With the family life so busy, trying to keep up the daily pace,
Would you pause to bow your head and stop to offer grace?
Would He watch television and read the books you read,
Could he watch the things on which your mind and spirit feed?
Would Jesus want to go with you, every place you normally go,
Or would you have to change your plans for just a day or so?

Would you be glad to have Him meet your closest friends,

Or would you ask them to stay away until His visit ends?
Would you be glad to have Him stay, and not to hurry on,

Or would you sigh with great relief, when at last He’'s gone?
Yes, it might be interesting to know the things you would do,
If Jesus Christ chose to come, and spend some time with you.



