LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK OF THE HOLY
FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH AND
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

December 29, 2025 - Jan 4, 2026

Monday, 12/291 Fifth Day within the Octave of
the Nativity of the Lord; Saint Thomas
Becket, Bishop & Martyr

6pm: Nate

Tuesday, 12/30 1t Sixth Day within the Octave
of the Nativity of the Lord
8am: McKenzie
9am: A.S. Living & deceased members of the Jan
Duttlinger family by Jan Duttlinger

Wednesday, 12/31 1 Seventh Day within the
Octave of the Nativity of the Lord; Saint
Sylvester |, Pope '

9am: A.S. Intention of Jan Duttlinger

6pm: Maizy

Thursday, 1/1/26 T The Octave day of the
Nativity of the Lord, Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God

9am: A.S. Panshioners

11am: Parishioners

First Friday, 1/2 T Saints Basil the Great and
Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors
of the Church

8am: % Leo & Caroline

9am: A.S. ¥ Chester Potempa by John & Vera

Bobek & Family

First Saturday, 1/3 t Christmas Weekday; The
Most Holy Name of Jesus
8:30am: #% Aaron Kaminski by The Christian Ladies

Saturday, 1/3 T Vigil: The Holy Family of

Jesus, Mary & Joseph
4:30pm: Jarmie

Sunday, 1/4 T The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary & Joseph
7:30am: Tom
9am: A. S. Living & Deceased Members of the Jan
Duttlinger Family

11am: Parishioners |

| FERIP &%
Jay Sullivan, Son of Betty Sullivan

I The Office will be closed Thursday, Jan. 1, 2026

As we stand on the threshold of a new year, we come
before You with hearts full of gratitude for the blessings
of the past and hope for the future. We lift our voices in
prayer, seeking Your divine presence and guidance in
the days that lie ahead.

Lord Jesus, we thank You for the gift of life and the
countless blessings You have bestowed upon us. As we
enter into this new year, we humbly ask for Your
abundant grace to be upon us. Grant us the wisdom to
make righteous choices, the strength to face challenges,
and the courage to follow Your path.

Heavenly Father, we pray for the precious gift of peace
in our lives and in the world around us. May Your
peace, which surpasses all understanding, guard our
hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Let Your calming
presence be felt in our homes, communities, and nations.
Bring reconciliation where there is discord,
understanding where there is confusion, and unity where
there is division.

Lord, we also lift up our physical and mental well-being
to You. In the name of Jesus, we ask for Your healing
touch to rest upon those who are facing illnesses or
challenges to their health. Strengthen their bodies,
comfort their spirits, and grant them the assurance of
Your love and care. May the year ahead be marked by a
renewed sense of vitality and health.

We entrust our plans, dreams, and aspirations for the
coming year into Your hands, O Lord. May everything
we do be guided by Your will and directed towards Your
glory. Help us to be a source of love, compassion, and
encouragement to those around us.

In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.




Joseph’s obedience to God was not a one-time thing. -
His attention to the angel’s warning kept Jesus from
being murdered by Herod and led to the fulfillment of
the prophecy that the Messiah would be a Nazorean.
Fidelity to God’s will assures the best use of my
talents, too!

Dear Padre

December 28, 2025

A friend of mine took his life. He was a very
staunch Catholic. His wife wanted to know
if he could be buried or have a Mass in the
Catholic Church. "

Yes, your friend should most certainly receive a
Catholic funeral and burial. “We should not de-
spair of the eternal salvation of persons who
have taken their own lives. By ways known to him
alone, God can provide the opportunity for sal-
utary repentance. The Church prays for persons
who have taken their own lives” (The Catechism
of the Catholic Church, 2283).

A person who is suffering with a mental illness
or disorder, certainly a prerequisite for suicide,
may not have the necessary mental freedom to
choose something that is understood as grave or
mortal. In other words, he or she does not have
the necessary requirements for full and free con-
sent of the will. -

Not that long ago, suicide was often misunder-
stood. Thankfully, today we understand the hav-
oc and suffering of mental illness, and that a per-
son can be a victim, even if it might look like he or
she is not. The great suffering of those who take
their own lives must not be dismissed or discard-
ed. The family members and friends of a person
who suffers suicide should also not be judged but
should only receive compassion and understand-
ing. They, too, are victims, in the fullest sense of
the word and in the truest understanding of what
it means to be a fragile human being. ®

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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January 1, 2026 (The Octave Day of Christmas Solemnity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God)

Today’s second reading reminds us that through Christ we
have been delivered from the law and become sons and

daughters of God. New Year’s Day provides a perfect
opportunity to ask ourselves the question: Does my life
reflect my gratitude for all that my loving Father has given

me?

Good News!

December 28, 2025
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph (A)
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14/ Colossians 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 /
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

ANN M. GARRIDO

The most treasured prayer of Jesus’ people has
long been and remains the Shema: “Hear O Israel, the
Lord is God. The Lord is One.” Jewish spirituality is
grounded not in seeing or touching or tasting, but in
hearing. No one exemplifies fidelity to this way of be-
ing in the world more than Joseph, as evidenced in to-
day’s gospel. Joseph is one who listens to what God’s
messenger says to him and immediately acts on it. He
responds to the call to flee with Mary and Jesus to
Egypt. Then, he responds to the call to return home
with his family to Israel. As many have noted, Joseph
never speaks in Scripture, but he certainly listens, and
he certainly acts on what he hears.

Christmas is perhaps the noisiest season of the year.
At gatherings of family and friends with festive music
in the background, it often feels as if we are shouting
over one another to be heard. It is a season when it can
be hard to have deep conversations, even with God.
Indeed, it can be such a busy season that sometimes
our regular prayer practices fall by the wayside. But, if
we do not make space in our daily lives to listen, might
we miss messages that are important, even urgent, for
us to hear, as in the case of today’s gospel? Messages
that require immediate response? What would it look
like to carve out a bit of silence in this holiday season,
to be like Joseph and reground yourself in a spiritual-
ity of listening? @
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Christmas Wreath History

The wreath has an important place in the history of Christmas. According to historians,
wreaths have had a special place in pre-Christian era itself. It is said that in Eastern
Europe, people used to illuminate wreaths made of evergreen leaves in winters, with the
belief that it would bring spring and sunshine. Though the exact origin of a Christmas
wreath is not recorded, it is said that they originated before Christianity itself. Since its
origin, the Christmas wreath has gone through a multitude of changes, but has retained
its significance. It is used to symbolize the festive spirit of Christmas as well as an
embellishment for the homes and premises. Go through the following lines to know all
about the history and origin of Christmas wreath.

History & Origin Of Christmas Wreath

In the ancient period, wreaths were handmade by people. The wreaths symbolized
pride and victory. Evergreen twigs, branches and flowers were used to make handmade
wreaths, in the ancient times. They were used during auspicious occasions like
weddings. Historical records suggest that it was sometime around 776 BC, when
Greeks started using laurel wreaths as crowns, to award athletes who finished first in
Olympics. Another record suggests that wreaths were worn by military heroes and kings
in ancient Rome. Wreaths were used as embellishments by women, and were
sometime complemented with jewels. The wreaths were also used as fashion accessory
by women belonging to the elite class.

The tradition of hanging wreath during Christmas is essentially a Catholic ritual. This is
done during the Christmas season, traditionally known as Advent. The traditional
Advent Christmas wreath has four candles in the circle and one candle in the middle.
The candles are either white or colorful. If the candles are colorful, three would be violet
in color and one would be a rose colored candle. Traditionally, the Christmas wreaths
were made of evergreen leaves, which are still symbolize the permanence of life. A
traditional wreath is a circle, which means that there is no beginning or end and that
God is eternal.

The candies, placed in the Christmas wreath, have their own significance. According to
the tradition, one candle is lit in each day of the holiday season and the middle candle is
lit on the Christmas Eve. This symbolizes the birth of infant Jesus. Prayers are usually
chanted, when the candles are lit. The candles are lit just before people sit to have
dinner. The decoration used for the wreath used to be nuts, seedpods, pinecones that
were considered to be symbols of resurrection and permanence of life. Although
Christmas wreath has now become more of a decorative wreath, the significance and
importance of the wreath remains undeterred and shall remain so until eternity.



The first live Christmas crib: In 1223, St. Francis of Assisi inaugurated a pious
practice that today has become so common that many think that it always
existed. This great saint, as he was traversing the rolling hills of central Italy
one December to proclaim the Gospel, noticed that few of his countrymen
were taking the mysteries of the Faith seriously. Many were not even
preparing for Christmas. Of those who were getting ready to celebrate the
Lord’s birth, they looked at it as an event tied exclusively to the past. The
mysteries of the Faith had become sterile. The central persons in the drama
had become stale and lifeless, incapable even of stimulating his
contemporaries’ imaginations — and therefore no longer capable of
inspiring them to a greater relationship of mutual love with God in the
present. To counteract these tendencies, St. Francis set up the first creche in
recorded history on Christmas Eve, 1223, in the town of Greccio. He brought
in live animals — an ox and an ass. He recruited a newborn baby and a set of
young parents. Hay and a manger were brought in. There was even the
attempt — with hundreds of burning torches — to create the luminescence
of a bright star. And Francis could not have been happier with the results.
People came from all over to see the living nativity. Through all the sounds,
sights and even smells, the multitudes became convinced that Christmas
was not just a cute story, but a real event, one that was not just PAST, but
something which they were called to enter in the present. Soon living
créches like this spread throughout Italy and into other parts of Europe. The
phenomenon soon extended into art, as artists started to paint nativity
scenes with all the main characters dressed anachronistically in 13th century
garb — to emphasize that Christmas is not just a bygone event, but, more
important, one very much in progress, in which every believer is called to
“go now to Bethlehem” and “pay [Christ] homage.” As St. Francis’ first
biographer wrote, “The Child Jesus had been forgotten in the hearts of
many; but, by the working of God’s grace, [the child Jesus] was brought to
life again through his servant Francis and stamped upon their fervent
memory.”



