LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK OF
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT AND
THE HOLY FAMILY OF
JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH

December 22 - 28, 2025

Monday, 12/22 1+ Late Advent Weekday
6pm: Steve Thomas (Birthday) by Aunt Mary Serge

Tuesday, 12/23 t Late Advent Weekday; Saint
John Kanty, Priest
8am: ¥ % Norman Schrombeck by Daughter Sharon
Richie
9am: A.S.
Wednesday, 12/24 1+ Late Advent Weekday
8am:

9am:A.S. Int of Father Rick Holy (Birthday) by Jan
Duttlinger '

Wednesday, 12/24 + NATIVITY OF THE LORD
4pm: Vigil Mass - SS. C & M - Parishioners

of All Saints & SS. Cyril & Methodius
10pm: Midnight Mass @ SS. C& M

Thursday, 12/25 t NATIVITY OF THE LORD
9am: A.S. Parishioners
11am; Parishioners

Friday, 12/26 T Saint Stephen, the First Martyr
8am: Annette '

9am: A.S.

Saturday, 12/27 1 Saint John Apostle &
Evangelist

8:30am: Mary

Saturday, 12/27 t Vigil: The Holy Family of

Jesus, Mary & Joseph
4:30pm: ¥ % Bob Okeley by Sharon & Larry Richie

Sunday, 12/28 1t The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary & Joseph

7:30am: Panshioners

9am: A. S. Ruth Schumacher (Birthday) by Joan Sickler

11am: Susie Reel by Cousin, Mary Serge

TTFRIP T
Chester Potempa, Al Saints

This week at SS. C & M & All Saints

Mon., Dec. 22 — 3:30pm — SVDP, Parlor

Wed., Dec. 24 — 4pm - Vigil: Nativity of the Lord

Wed., Dec. 24 — 9:30pm - Christmas Carols

Wed., Dec. 24 — 10pm — Midnight Mass with
Reception after Mass in the Parlor

The Office will be closed Wed., Thurs. & Fri. (Dec.
24,25 & 26, 2025)

—

SSCM CSA FINAL UPDATE:
With 2025 coming to-av close; we want
to-express our heart felt thanks for
Il your generows support of this year’s
Catholic Sexrvices Appeal. We were able
to-exceed our assigned goal by $6,450
so-that amount hay come back to-the
parish and will be put to-good
wse: Owr parishionery never fail to-
support CSA, and for that we are very
| gratefuld

H

Dear Parishioners of All Saints
] & SS. Cyril & Methodius |
This Christmas, may you be filled
with the wonder of Christ’s love |
| and the joy of His blessings.”
Wishing you and your family a
Christmas filled with Christ’s
love and peace.”
God’s Blessings,
Father Terry




In today’s Gospel, we hear that Jesus will be
named Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.”
The mystery of the birth of Jesus is supremely a
mystery of love. May each Christmas find us more
and more like him: more humble, more holy, more

Dec. 25 - For unto us is born this day the Savior! In
response to so great a love, only the gift of my whole
self will do. You have given us Yourself, dear Lord;
in love and thanksgiving, [ commit myself afresh to
you.

happy and more full of God.

Your gifts to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
helped those who are poor and suffering to find
Emmanuel and they also came to know that “God
is with us.”

Dear Padre

December 21, 2025

I went to confession, and then, months
later, my priest was removed for alcoholism
and theft. Is my confession still worthy?

Your confession is not dependent on the wor-
thiness or the unworthiness of the priest. Your
confession is made to Jesus; the priest is a wit-
ness who pronounces the words of absolution
that Jesus intended in the sacrament. “From the
moment that a sacrament is celebrated in accor-
dance with the intention of the Church, the power
of Christ and his Spirit acts in and through it, in-
dependently of the personal holiness of the min-
ister” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1128).
The question of the efficacy of the sacrament
and the unworthiness of the minister who per-
forms the sacrament in the name of the Church
is not new. During the time of persecution, in the
early centuries of the Church, some people, in-
cluding priests and bishops, avoided martyrdom
by offering the required oblation to Caesar. Lat-
er, they repented and returned to the Christian
community, a community that included the sur-
viving family and friends of the men and women
who were martyred. The question was asked, and
with some animated energy, “"How could these
ministers who sinned to save their own lives now
represent the Church?” The answer, arrived at
with patience and discernment, is that the min-
ister is only the representative of the sacrament,
not the source of the sacrament. Jesus is faithful,
even when his ministers have been unfaithful. @

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Today is the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph. We hear the words: “The child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon
him.” During this New Year may we also grow in wisdom
and have the favor of God upon us by remembering to take
care of our suffering brothers and sisters.

In the month of December, through your gifts, the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul brought the spirit of
Christmas to those who are suffering, by assisting
families, providing food, gifts, and for utility and
rent bills.

Good News!

December 21, 2025
Fourth Sunday of Advent (A)
Isaiah 7:10-14 / Romans 1:1-7 / Matthew 1:18-24

MIGUEL DULICK

It is the fourth Sunday of Advent. When Christmas
is this close, one takes that final leap. Isaiah is centu-
ries from Christmas, but he cannot wait! He sees the
“sign™ as clear as day: “the young woman, pregnant
and about to bear a son” (Isaiah 7:14). And how about
that Son! None other than “Emmanuel” himself—
God-With-Us! Paul, too, is bursting at the seams! In-
spired by what he calls “the obedience of faith” (Ro-
mans 5}, he is excited to see the gospel thriving even
among the Gentiles. For him, the ““Spirit of holiness™
is a gift offered to all—Christmas every day. you
might say.

Speaking of “obedience of faith,” Joseph is the per-
fect example The word “obey” comes from the same
root as “to hear,” and Joseph has almost supernatural
ears! Matthew, the former tax collector, tells “how the
birth of Jesus Christ came about” in today’s gospel
reading like a bookkeeper—the Holy Spirit in Col-
umn A, Joseph in Column B, with Mary in the mid-
dle. But when an angel whispers to Joseph at night, his
dream comes true: “he took his wife into his home.”
Everything is set for Emmanuel!

So, the Bible is brimming with Christmas, that is,
“God-With-Us,” from end to end. And when a virgin
can conceive, are any of us exempt from “birthing” Je-
sus in our midst? Even when a “happy holiday” seems
impossible in the midst of war or violence or poverty,
when our ears hear only silence, let’s sing Christmas
carols every day! @
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‘Twas the night before Jesus came
It was the night Jesus came and all through the house,
Not a creature was praying, no not one in the house;
All the Bibles were lying on shelves without care,
There was no one looking for Jesus to come there;
The children were dressing getting ready for bed,
And not one was kneeling or bowing their head.

Mom was in her rocker with baby on her lap,

Dad was watching television and taking a nap;
When outside the house there arose such a clatter,
Dad sprang to his feet to see what was the matter;
Up, and away to the window, he flew like a flash,
He threw back the curtains and raised up the sash.

-When what to his wondering eyes should appear,

. But holy angels proclaiming that Jesus was here;
There was light like the sun sending forth a bright ray,
Dad knew in a moment that this was the Day;

The light of His face made dad cover his head,

It was Jesus, returning just like he had said.

Though we had accumulated worldly goods and wealth,
We all cried when we saw Him in spite of ourself;

Jesus brought a book with Him that He held in His hand.
Inside was the name of every saved woman and man.
He said, “It's not here,” as He searched for each name,
At those words, we all hung our heads down in shame.

All those whose names were written down in love,
Jesus gathered and took to be with His Father above;
Then suddenly they arose as a trumpet did sound,
All but the little baby were left standing around;

We fell to our knees, though we knew it was too late;
- By waiting too long, we had all sealed our fate.

We wept and cried as they all rose out of sight,

We could have gone to, if we'd been ready tonight;
In the words of this poem the meaning is clear,
The coming of Jesus is drawing closer and near;

~ There is only one life and when comes the last call,
People will know, that the Bible was true after alll



Mary's dream |

| had a dream Joseph. | don't understand it, not really, but | think it was
about a birthday celebration for our Son. | think that was what it was all
about. The people had been preparing for it for about six weeks. They
had decorated the house and bought elaborate gifts. It was peculiar,
though because the presents weren't for our Son. They wrapped them
in beautiful paper and tied them with lovely bows and stacked them
under a tree. Yes, a tree Joseph, right in their house. They'd decorated
the tree also. The branches were full of glowing balls and sparkling
ornaments. There was a figure on top of the tree. It looked like an Angel
might look. Oh'it was beautiful. Everyone was laughing and happy.
They were all excited about the gifts. They gave the gifts to each other,
Joseph, not to our Son. | don't think they even knew Him. They never
mentioned His name. Doesn't it seem odd for people to go to all that
trouble to celebrate someone's birthday if they don't know Him. | had
the strangest feeling that if our Son had gone to this celebration, He
would have been intruding. Everything was so beautiful, Joseph, and
everyone so full of cheer, but it made me want to cry. How sad for
Jesus not to be wanted at His own birthday celebration. I'm glad it was
only a dream. How terrible, Joseph, if it had been real!

Author unknown




