LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK OF
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT AND
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 15 - 21, 2025

Monday, 12/15 + Advent Weekday
6pm: Steve Barker (Birthday)

Tuesday, 12/16 + Advent Weekday
8am: Joes Health by Sister, Annette
9am: A.S. Poor Souls in Purgatory by Jan Duttliiger

Wednesday, 12/17 1 Late Advent Weekday
9am: AS.-
6pm: ¥ Ryan

Thursday, 12/18 t Late Advent Weekday
8am: Gary ‘
9am: AS.

Friday, 12/19 1 Late Advent Weekday
8am: Special Intention for Thelma & Christmas Party
9am: AS.

Saturday, 12/20 t Late Advent Weekday
8:30am: Jenny Barker (Birthday)

Saturday, 12/21 t Vigil: The Fourth Sunday of
Advent
4:30pm: Greg Allender by Francie & Charlie Riedelback

Sunday, 12/21 1 The Fourth Sunday of Advent
7:30am: Walter Bennis by Father Terry

9am: A. S. Tim Dunnleavy (Birthday) by Aunt Joan
11am: Parishioners

This week at SS. C & M & All Saints
Mon., Dec. 15 — 7pm - Reconciliation Service
All Saints
Tues., Dec. 16 — 7pm - Reconciliation Service, Knox
Wed., Dec. 17 — 7pm — Reconciliation Service, SS. C
&M :
Thurs., Dec. 18 —2:15pm — Legion of Mary
Thurs., Dec. 18 — 4pm — Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Thurs., Dec. 18 — 7pm - Reconciliation Service, Hamlet
Sun., Dec. 21 — 9:30am — Religious E]ducation

Starke County Food Pantry Needs
Peanut Butter, pancake mix & syrup, canned fruit,
laundry soap, dish soap, toilet tissue, salt, pepper, small
packages sugar & flour, sanitary pads, fresh fruits &
vegetables, canned meat, canned pasta with meat.

FIND PEACE

The Sacrament of Reconciliation offers a
pathway to forgiveness, peace, and reconciliation
with God.

Reconciliation Services for
Monday, Dec. 15— Thursday, Dec. 18, 2025

Mon., Dec. 15 - 7pm - Reconciliation Services at
All Saints, San Pierre

Tues., Dec. 16 - 7pm - Reconciliation Services at
St. Thomas, Knox

Wed., Dec., 17 - 7pm - Reconciliation Services at

SS. Cyril and Methodius, North Judson
Thurs., Dec. 18 - 7pm - Reconciliation Services
at Holy Cross, Hamlet

8 The Christian Ladies would like to thank all those

§ who attended the Christmas party this past Tuesday.
] What fun we had!! ]

SS. Cyril & Methodius will again be selling our
beautiful Christmas cards featuring our gorgeous
stained-glass windows. Each box of 12 cards will
be $10.00 or 2 boxes for $15.00. Your may
purchase them after the Masses in the Sacristy




Dear Padre

December 14, 2025

Does the Bible say that Mary was in her sixth
month of pregnancy at the Annunciation?

The announcement of Jesus’ birth in Luke begins,
“In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph...
and the virgin's name was Mary” (Luke 1:26-27).
This Scripture passage taken out of context
could possibly give the impression that “in the
sixth month” refers to Mary. However, it refers
to Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, who was in the sixth
month of her pregnancy with John the Baptist.
The proper context is a few verses before this
one that reads, "Elizabeth conceived, and she
went into seclusion for five months” (Luke 1:24).

Regarding Mary's pregnancy, at the Annuncia-
tion, the angel Gabriel tells her, “Behold, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall name him Jesus.... The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. Therefore, the child to be born
will be called holy, the Son of God” {Luke 1:31,
35). Gabriel also informs Mary, “And behold, Eliz-
abeth, your relative, has also conceived a son in
her old age, and this is the sixth month for her
who was called barren” (Luke 1:36).

In general, women already in their sixth month
of pregnancy would likely be aware of their con-
dition, and it would not be easy to conceal from
others. @

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Each of us has his or her own role to play in the
coming of the Kingdom of God. John the Baptist was
called to be the herald of the Messiah, preparing the

way of the Lord. To what is the Lord calling me?

| In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us that the good news

i can be seen, touched felt and heard through the lives
| of God’s people. We are now charged to take up the
| ministry of Jesus’s, but we can’t just ask people to

i take our word for it; our actions must speak for us.

| Since Christmas is a time of love and gift

| giving, please share in Jesus ministry by

| giving a gift to the Society of St. Vincent de

i Paul so that those who are poor can know the |
| good news of Jesus. '

Good News!

December 14, 2025
Third Sunday of Advent (A)
Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10/ James 5:7-10 / Matthew 11:2-11

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

We sometimes imagine that a sign of a strong faith
is firm conviction and freedom from doubt. Howev-
er, despite our imaginings, the authentic experiences
of saints and ordinary people alike seem to point in
another direction. The question of John the Baptist
today—=Are you the one who is to come, or should
we look for another?” (Matthew 11:3)—suggests that
John is filled with questions, and these are important
questions because they are asked from the depths of
King Herod’s prison, which is not exactly the place of
idle musings or concerns.

If John, who is a great saint and a man who en-
countered Jesus and witnessed the powerful manifes-
tation of the Holy Spirit at his baptism, can have a
question, doesn’t it suggest that questions are accept-
able—perhaps even needed? Perhaps questioning is
an indication of faithfulness, not a lack of faith. Ques-
tions do not suggest that something is missing; rather,
they confirm that something is growing and develop-
ing. The Baptist could just have easily said, “Jesus,
vou are doing and saying more than | ever imagined
possible. Please help me to understand,” or, to quote
an unnamed saint, “I do believe, help my unbelief!”
(Mark 9:24).

God will not shatter, and faith will not collapse, be-
cause you have questions or doubts.

Experience suggests that questions and doubts
strengthen our belief and our commitment to a life of
faith. ®
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The Story of the Christmas Tree

In the seventh century a monk from Crediton, Devonshire, went to Germany to teach the.wqrd of ng.
His name was St. Boniface. He did many good works there and spent much time in Thuringia, a region
later to become the centre of the Christmas decoration industry.

Tradition has it that St. Boniface used the triangular shape of the fir tree to describe the Holy Trinity of
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The converted people began to revere the fir tree as God’s tree, as
they had previously revered the oak. By the twelfth century it was being hung, upside-down, from
ceilings at Christmas time in Central Europe, as a symbol of Christianity and was referred to as the ‘Tree
of Christ’.

The first decorated tree was at Riga in Latvia in 1510, while the first Christmas tree came to England with
the Georgian Kings from Germany.

At this time, also, German merchants living in England decorated their homes with a Christmas tree. The
British public were not fond of the German Monarchy, so did not copy the fashions in vogue at Court,
which is why the Christmas tree did not become established in Britain at that time.

In 1846, the popular Royals, Queen Victoria and her German Prince, Albert, were featured in the
[lustrated London News. They were standing with their children around a Christmas tree. Unlike the
previous Royal family, Victoria was very popular with her subjects, and what was done at Court
immediately became fashionable. The English Christmas tree had arrived!

On the more profound meaning of the ‘Tree of Christ’, the late Prof. Plinio Corréa de Oliveira
explains:‘Each feast of the liturgical calendar brings an effusion of special graces with it. Whether men
want or not, grace knocks at the door of their souls in a more sublime, meeker, more insistent way
during the Christmas season.’

The Christmas tree, with its beautiful decorations, lights, and star or angel on top, helps to elevate the
soul above the materialistic aspects of modern day Christmas. The tip of the tree points to a marvelous
world that is Heaven.

To show how the introduction .of the custom of the Christmas tree was a gradual process and how it
favors the elevation of the ambience, we will tell the story of a Catholic family in Austria as written by P.
Rosegger in his book Peasant Life in Styria.

‘It had long been a great desire of mine to put into practice something | had heard was done in other
towns to celebrate Christmas. One should put a small fir tree on the table, affix candles to its branches
and place presents for the children underneath, explaining that it had been the Child Jesus who had left
them there.

‘So | had the idea to setup a “Tree of Christ” for my little brother, Nick. But | needed to do this secretly
{(part of the procedure) and before my mother entered the kitchen to prepare breakfast.

‘As soon as there was enough light, | went out into the cold. I hid my gaze from those working around
the house and when | returned from the forest with a small fir top, | ran to the barn where the horse
carts were kept to hide it there.

‘It was soon night. The servants were still busy with the stables and in the bedrooms, where, according
to the custom of Christmas Eve, they washed their heads and put on festive clothes. My mother was in
the kitchen preparing her typical Christmas sweets. And my Father was with little Nick going around the

property blessing it with incense, praying all the while. It was necessary to expel the evil spirits and
attract angelic blessings to the house.



‘“Thus while everyone was busy with their tasks, | prepared the “Tree of Christ” in the main room. | took
my tree from its hiding place and put it on the table. | then cut ten or twelve candles from the wax block
and placed them on the branches. Underneath | put some sweetbread.

‘I heard some slow and gentle steps on the floor above. | knew it was my father and my little brother
who were there blessing the loft. They would soon be coming to the main room. 1 lit the little candles
and hid behind the stove. The door opened and they entered with the incensor and then stopped....
““What is this? My father asked in a low but prolonged voice.”

‘The little Nick looked on dumbfounded. In his big, round eyes were reflected the lights of the “Tree of
Christ” like little stars.

‘My father advanced slowly to the kitchen door and called in a low voice:

“Wife, Wife, Come and see this.”

‘And when she came, he asked:

~ "“Did you do this?”

““Mary and Joseph!” my mother exclaimed, “What did you put on the table?”

‘The servants soon arrived and were very impressed with the unexpected surprise. So one of them
suggested:

“Maybe it is a ‘Tree of Christ’! Could it be that the angels brought this littie tree from Heaven?”

‘They all contemplated and marveled at the tree. And the smoke of the incense filled the whole room
and formed a delicate veil that rested on the illuminated tree.

‘My mother looked around the room for me: '

“Where is Peter?”

‘| thought it was the moment to come out of my hiding place. | took Nick’s cold hands, who was still
dumbfounded and continued rooted to the spot, and took him close to the table. He almost resisted.
But | told him in a very solemn tone:

““Do not fear my little brother! Look: the dear Child Jesus brought you a ‘Tree of Christ’. It is yours!”
‘And the young boy was overjoyed and folded his hands like he did when he went to church.’

As we mentioned earlier, the top of a Christmas tree points towards a marvelous world, the world of
Heaven. In this light, let us consider an enchanting tale about a Christmas tree. The story elevates one’s
spirit to a higher plane, thus satisfying our desire for that which is marvelous.

Pious legend recounts that when the shepherds went to adore the Divine Infant, they decided to take Him
fruits and flowers from the arca. After this harvest, the plants congratulated themselves on being able to
offer something to their newly-born Creator: one had given its dates; another its nuts, and so on.

From the fir tree, however, the shepherds had taken nothing because its needle-like leaves and sharp
cones were not presentable gifts.

The fir tree recognized its unworthiness, and not feeling worthy to participate in the conversation, prayed
in silence: ‘My newly-born God, what can I offer You? I offer you my poor and unworthy existence. This
[ gladly give You in gratitude for You having created me in Your wisdom and goodness.’

God was pleased with the humility of the fir tree, and, as a reward, ordered a multitude of little stars to
come down from heaven to adorn it. The stars were of many colors: gold, silver, red, blue, etc. When a
group of shepherds passed by, they not only took the fruits of the other plants, but they also took the
whole fir tree, as such a marvel had never before been seen. Thus the fir tree ended up by decorating the
grotto of Bethlehem, being placed very close to the Child Jesus, Our Lady, and St. Joseph! END



