LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK OF
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
AND THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 1 -7, 2025

Monday, 12/1 T Advent Weekday
6pm: Mary

Tuesday, 12/2 + Advent Weekday

8am: Aiden

11am: The Living 8 Deceased of the All Saints Altar &
Rosary Sodality by Jan Duutlinger

Wednesday, 12/3 T Saint Francis Xavier,
Priest

9am: A.S.- Dillon

6pm: Bernadette Shonka (Birthday) by Mary Serge

Thursday, 12/4 * Advent Weekday; Saint
John Damascene, Priest & Doctor
of the Church

8am: ¥ % Mary Daly by Mary Serge

9am: A.S. Gary (Birthday)

First Friday, 12/5 T Advent Weekday
8am: Ella
9am: A.S. Benadette Shonka (Birthday) by Joan Sickler

First Saturday, 12/6 T Advent Weekday, Saint
Nicholas, Bishop
8:30am: Addie

Saturday, 12/6 t Vigil: The Second Sunday of
Advent
4:30pm: Greg Allender by Frank & Joann Vitallo

Sunday, 12/7 * The Second Sunday of
Advent

7:30am: Parishioners

9am: A. S. Byron Bailey by the Scamerhomn Family

11am: Living & Deceased of Siblings

The Office will be closed Monday, December 8 —
December 12, 2025.

Volunteers will man the office 9am — 12Noon,

Monday — Friday. Thank You volunteers!!

This week at SS. C & M & All Saints

Sun., Dec. 7 — 9:30am —Religious Education

Mon., Dec. 8 —3:30pm — SVDP, Parlor

Tues., Dec. 2 — 11am - All Saints Sodality Mass &
Christmas Party

Wed., Dec. 3 - 6:30pm — K of C, Parlor

Sun., Dec. 7 — 9:30am — Religious Education

All Saints Ladies Sodality will hold their
Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 2. The
Party will begin with Mass at 11am and the
Christmas party after.

All Ladies of the parish are invited and
encouraged to attend. Please call Joan Sickler
at 219-828-3311 to RSVP.

Please bring a non-perishable food item for the
Food Pantry and a $5.00 wrapped gift for bingo.

I oot

The Christian Ladies will celebrate their
Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 9, 2025.
All Ladies of the Parish are encouraged to
attend.

More information in next weeks bulletin.

Overview of Advent

Advent is a significant season in the Christian litu
rgical calendar, marking the period of preparation
for the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ at
Christmas. It is observed for four weeks, starting
on the Sunday closest to November 30, which is
the Feast of Saint Andrew the Apostle. In 2025,
histhis means Advent will commence on Novem
ber 30 and conclude on December 24 before the
Evening Prayer of Christmas Eve.




There is an Advent spirit in the heart of every
human person. It is one of longing, of yearning for
a fulfillment that somehow lies beyond ourselves;
for we long for the coming of the Lord.

“At an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come,”
says today’s Gospel. Good stewards know that they are

accountable to God for all they have and are and
strive to live in readiness for His coming.

As you put your gift with the St. Vincent de Paul
Society, your heart will discover the true meaning
of Christmas as you help those who are suffering
| and poor to long for the coming of the Lord.

Dear Padre

November 30, 2025

Is Advent a penitential season?

Strictly speaking, the penitential times in the Church
are “every Friday of the whole year and the season of
Lent” (Code of Canon Law, 1250). Advent is a time to
prepare for Christmas when Christ's First Coming is
remembered, and this remembrance directs the mind
and heart to await Christ’s Second Coming at the end
of time. (See Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year
and the General Roman Calendar, 39.) While Advent
is more anticipatory than penitential, the US Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops states, “Advent also includes
an element of penance in the sense of preparing, qui-
eting, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy of
Christmas.” Although, historically, Advent was similar
to Lent as a forty-day period of prayer and fasting, it
was less severe than the season preceding Easter, and
it lacked uniformity in the Western Church. The East-
ern Church still begins the Nativity Fast on November
15, while in the Western Church, Advent begins four
Sundays before Christmas.

Regardless, the significant focus of Advent is our
Lord's coming (adventus in Latin). The Church reflects
this anticipation of Advent through such practices as
limiting floral arrangements in the sanctuary, simpler
liturgical music, and omitting the Gloria at Mass until
Christmas. We can also reflect the anticipation of Ad-
vent through such spiritual practices as participation in
works of charity, moderation in shopping, celebration
of the sacrament of penance, fasting on Fridays, and
prayerful contemplation on our Savior's Incarnation. ®

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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- Good News!

November 30, 2025
First Sunday of Advent (A)
Isaiah 2:1-5/ Romans 13:11-14 / Matthew 24:37-44

MIGUEL DULICK

This is the first Sunday of Advent, and the excite-
ment is palpable. Writing 800 years before Christ, the
prophet Isaiah sounds like breaking news: “They shall
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks.” The psalmist announces we are al-
ready there: “And now we have set foot within your
gates, O Jerusalem.” Saint Paul tickles our fancy with
another whole round of “revelation” yet to come “on
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Only Jesus himself
seems a little cautious: “Be watchful! Be alert!” The
Lord “is coming,” but he’s not here yet. Leave it to
Jesus to force the paradox for which Advent seems to
have been created: Jesus is present, but we dare not
“sleep,” lest we miss him!

How do we wait for Christmas? After Halloween,
the Christmas lights go up, the carols start, the “Mer-
ry Christmas!” / “Happy Holidays!” debate begins.
Lent is a time for repentance, alms, and fasting. But
there’s no fasting in Advent: we fill bags with gifts
and stockings with goodies. The Church tries to slow
us down and encourage a little reflecting to prepare
the way, led by John the Baptist. So let’s keep waiting;
let’s hold on to our peace. Christmas Eve will be here
soon enough. But let’s not be too austere. A full menu
of holiday parties and concerts and family feasts can
legitimately “anticipate” Christmas. Let’s cheer each
other: Merry Advent! @
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How To Get Ready For Advent:

1. Prepare your heart.

Begin preparing for Advent through prayer. Offer your heart as a dwelling place for the Holy family to
live in. Ask Jesus, Joseph, and Mary to help you live out Advent as a time to prepare and wait for the
coming of Jesus’ birth.

2. Learn about the season of Advent.

it’s important to learn why we celebrate different seasons in the Church. The video can help you
understand why Advent is important and how it helps us prepare for Christmas.

3. Make a plan of action.

There are still a few weeks before Advent begins. Make a list of things that need to get done before
Christmas that you can complete in the weeks before Advent begins, i.e.- Christmas shopping list, buying
gifts, decorating your home, etc. This will free up time during Advent and help you avoid distractions like
busy shopping centers that can rob you of time, joy, and anticipation of the Christmas season.

4. Set up a space for prayer.

You don’t need anything fancy to set up a prayer space. All you need is an Advent wreath. If you don’t
have an Advent wreath or your budget is limited, you can buy three purple candles and a pink one to
light up as the weeks in Advent pass or you can set up a Nativity set without baby Jesus in the

manger. You can place the image of the child in the manger on Christmas day before opening gifts.

5. Create an Advent Calendar.

Countdown until Christmas Day by creating a calendar with special quotes or bible verses about hope,
faith and love; you can also create or add a random acts of kindness — after all, it’s better to give than to
receive.

6. Short on time? Look online.

Don’t have time to create your own Advent Calendar? You can find Advent Calendars online with great
ideas to make the most of the Advent season. Remember to check back on Catholic-Link.org for more
Advent resources.

7. Assign a specific time for prayer and reflection every day.

A few days before this season begins, set up a time for daily prayer. Whether you decide to wake up 10
or 15 minutes before your regular wake up time or assign some other time during the day to pray and
reflect, try sticking to the time you’ve designated for yourself. By doing this you’ll have dedicated time
on your schedule for prayer and reflection, and you'li begin to grow in discipline.

8. Be present.

Start to eliminate unnecessary distractions and plan on being present during this season. Limit the time
spent on your cell phone, social media and computer. Increase the time you spend with family and
friends by doing things you enjoy together. Plan a movie night; bake cookies together; host a game
night; enjoy a cup of hot cocoa together... anything that will help you spend time together enjoying each
other’s company.

9. Reflection night.

Before Advent begins, pick a date to invite family and friends to a reflection night. Provide the day’s
readings, meditation, and music to guide prayer and reflection.

10. Don’t forget those in need.

Jesus came to serve, so following in his footsteps, we should consider how we could serve our brothers
and sisters in need. November and December are some of the busiest times for volunteer centers. If
you can’t find a place to serve in person, you can always make and send cards to those in hospitals or in
nursing homes. Many times, patients in hospitals or the elderly in nursing homes are happy to receive
cards from people who think of them.




Short Advent Prayers

Advent is a relatively short liturgical season, so perhaps it’s fitting that short, simple prayers are
all we need to feel God’s calming presence in our lives amid the many distractions of November
and December.

Consider these brief Catholic prayers this Advent season:

Dear Lord, please allow me to embrace Advent in the way the Church intends: as a way to
prepare for Your arrival. May everything | do—every gift | send, every party | attend, every meal |
share—-remind me to prepare space in my heart for You. Amen.

Heavenly Father, heal my heart during this season of Advent. Help me to love more fully. To
forgive more generously. To wait more patiently for Christmas, embracing each day and hour
knowing the joy that awaits. In Your name | pray. Amen.

Lord, send down Your Spirit to guide me during Advent this year. May the Holy Spirit help me
journey closer to You and lift me up when | feel down and led me when | feel lost. | may stumble
at times, but | know my ultimate journey is to draw closer to You and build Your kingdom here
on earth—a kingdom that Jesus’s birth, life and death helped secure. Amen.

| pray for focus today, dear God, because during Advent, my mind and attention tend to wander.
There are so many distractions, many of them well-meaning. But nothing gives my heart rest
like resting in You. | pray that keep You at the focus of my day today, because | know the peace
that only You offer. Amen.

Prayers for Advent in 2025

It’s been a challenging year for many of us for many reasons. Here are some prayers that may
resonate during the 2025 Advent season:

Dear Heavenly Father, this Advent season, we especially are in need of peace. War rages on in
our world. It impacts the daily lives of millions in different ways. This year, as much as ever, we
need Jesus, Prince of Peace, in our world and in our hearts. During Advent in 2025, we pray that
Jesus transforms our world as we await His coming again.

In his September 2022 homily during his journey to Kazakhstan, Pope Francis reminds us that
God’s response to the spread of evil in the world was that He “gave us Jesus, who drew near to
us in a way we could never have imagined.” Father, this Advent, we eagerly await Jesus drawing
near to us again. In a world that can feel overcome by the sins of violence, poverty and injustice,
we pray that we can be instruments of peace and healing in Your name. Amen.

Daily Advent Prayers and Meditations

The Hallow app offers dozens of simple daily prayers that are perfect for Advent, including the
daily rosary, Bible in a Year, several different novenas and daily miracle stories.

During the four weeks of Advent, these daily prayers and meditations can help calm your heart during a
season filled with distractions. Pray these prayers each day to draw close to God during Advent in 2025.

God, be with me today. Help my heart be open to the ways Jesus is at work in my life. Amen.
Give me peace today, O Lord. Help me to live this day in eternal hope knowing Jesus will come
again.

Heavenly Father, Give me the strength to have the same trust in You that Mary had, as she
awaited the birth of Jesus.

| pray for humility today, Father. Our Savior entered this world in a manger with animals. When |
feel too proud, let me remember the Holy Family and Jesus’s humble birth.




