LITURGIES FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST
WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME AND THE
TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

August 24 - 30, 2026

Monday, 8/24 1 Saint Bartholomew, Apostle
6pm: ¥ % John Gum by Julie Cole

Tuesday 8/25 T Weekday, Saint Louis; Saint
Joseph Calasanz, Priest
9am: A. S. Willa (Birthday)

Wednesday, 8/26 T Weekday
6pm: SS. C & M — Mary Smolek by Christian Ladies

Thursday, 8/27 T Saint Monica
9am; A.S. % Intention of Father Terry (Birthday) by
Mary Serge

Friday, 8/28 T Saint Augustina, Bishop & Doctor
of the Church
9am; A.S. Alicia

Saturday, 8/29 T The Passion of Saint John the
Baptist
8:30am: SS. C & M — ¥ Father Terry (Birthday) by
Joan Sickler

Saturday, 8/29 T Vigil: Twenty-Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
4:30pm: Mary Ingram by Donna Rowe

Sunday, 8/30 T The Twenty-Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
9am: A. S. Debbie & Danny Vincent (Anniversary) by
Joan Sickler
11am: %% Bob Jachim by Christian Ladies

This week at SS. C & M & All Saints
Mon., Aug. 24 — 6:30pm — SVDP, Parlor
Thurs., Aug. 27 — Legion of Mary

Thurs., Aug. 27 — Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Starke County Food Pantry Needs

Peanut Butter, pancake mix & syrup, canned fruit,
laundry soap, dish soap, toilet tissue, salt, pepper,

small packages sugar & flour, sanitary pads, fresh
fruits & vegetables, canned meat, canned pasta with
meat.

If you have school age children who are age eligible for
religious education classes, please call Sue Dolezal at 219-
252-0947. The Religious Ed Program will begin on
August 30. |

The Religious Education program is in need of one more
instructor for the first communion class. Please call Sue
Dolezal if you are able to help.

{1 As Catholics, we have a duty to share our faith. If you
{ have friends or family members who are not Catholic §

§ on September 8.

OCIA Classes starting soon

or are separated from the Church, encourage them to
attend an informational Q&A on Tuesday, September
1, at 6:30 PM in the church parlor. Classes will begin

s I

Christian Ladies Organization is focused on Prayer,
Charity & fellowship. If you are looking to connect
with other women who share your Christian values,
want to grow spiritually, participate in charitable
activities, and support grieving families as well as
supporting the Religious Ed Program. All Ladies of
the Parish are invited to come and join us at our next
meeting (The second Tuesday of every other month)
which will be October14™ at 6:30pm in the Church
Parlor




Like Peter in today’s Gospel, we can find that
when we open our eyes to see, our ears to hear
and our hearts to experience Jesus’ presence in
our daily lives, God reveals himself to us.

Have you considered answering the call to
help serve the poor by joining the Society of
St. Vincent de Paul?

In today’s readings, St. Paul reminds the
Romans — and us — that all things come from
God: “For from Him and through Him and for Him
all things are.” Good stewards understand that all
is gift and share generously the gifts of time,
talent, and treasure with which they’'ve been
blessed.

Dear Padre

August 23, 2026

Can a non-Catholic serve and hold an office in a
Catholic parish organization?

According to their knowledge, competence, and posi-
tion, the Christian faithful have an obligation to assist
in the necessary works of the Church and promote the
common good of the parish—its worship, its apostol-
ic mission, its charities, the care of its ministers, and its
care of the poor. {See Code of Canon Law, 222.) In gen-
eral, canon law and most diocesan regulations stipulate
that members of primary decision-making entities must
be active, registered Catholics who participate in the
sacramental life of the Church. For example, members
of a pastoral council must be “in full communion with
the Catholic Church” (CCL 512 §1). However, non-Catho-
lics—such as spouses of parishioners or experts in their
fields (e.g., finance, law, architecture)—are sometimes
invited to lend their skills by serving on advisory boards
and committees or in other support roles that are usually
in a non-voting capacity. In all cases, the pastor or bish-
op has the discretion to involve non-Catholics in specific
initiatives. For instance, a bishop “can invite as observ-
ers to the diocesan synod other ministers or members
of churches or ecclesial communities which are not in
full communion with the Catholic Church” (CCL, 463 §3).
A non-Catholic interested in serving should consult the
local priest about available opportunities, based on the
norms of a diocese. @
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Good News!

August 23, 2026
Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)
Isaiah 22:19-23 / Romans 11:33-36
/ Matthew 16:13-20

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” An easy
answer if you just report what other people say and what
you have heard. No commitment. No revelation. No risk.
But it all changes when the question is more to the point:
“Who do you say that [ am?” Tell me what you know, not
what you heard. The silence is almost deafening. Vul-
nerability, not just anonymous reporting, is required in
the asked-for response.

No surprise—it is Peter who answers. Never one to
hide his emotions or edit his thoughts, it is Peter who
reveals what he knows. perhaps even what he is unsure
of, perhaps the truth that he only hopes for but has not
yet declared. “You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living
God™ (Matthew 16:16).

Jesus responds with a prayer of blessing; the apostles,
on the other hand, remain silent. Although we are very
familiar with Peter’s assent of faith, his declaration was
almost unheard-of or unexpected from a first-century
Jewish man. It was dangerous to identify someone as
Messiah. It was blasphemous to name someone as the
Son of the Living God. Yet, in faith and humility, Peter
made the declaration and, in the naming, entrusted his
life, his hope, and all that he believed firmly into the
hands of Jesus. This was no simple act. This was no or-
dinary day. @
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Catholic church in Tel Aviv vandalized as attacks on Christians surge across Israel

(LifeSiteNews) Aug 19, 2026 — A man has been arrested on suspicion of vandalizing and
desecrating a Catholic church in the Jaffa neighborhood of Tel Aviy, Israel Police announced on
Monday.

According to authorities, a report of damage was received on Sunday morning. Officers who
responded found that several religious statues inside St. Anthony of Padua church had been
smashed and a number of crosses broken. Police identified the suspect, a local resident in his
20s, and took him into custody for questioning a short time later. Photographs released by Israel
Police show broken statues scattered on the floor and damaged crosses.

The incident at the Latin-rite church, which belongs to the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem and
serves the local Catholic community, comes amid documented reports of rising harassment and

attacks against Christians and Christian sites in Israel.

An independent Israeli organization, the Religious Freedom Data Center (RFDC), recorded 83
acts of harassment against Christians across 76 incidents between April and June 2026 alone.
The most common form was spitting at or on Christians (47 incidents), followed by verbal
assaults, threatening behavior, physical attacks, defacement of signage, and other acts. Nearly
90 percent of the'incidents occurred in Jerusalem, particularly in the Old City.

The RFDC, directed by scholar Yisca Harani, noted that such acts have increasingly taken place
openly and in broad daylight, sometimes in a deliberately demonstrative manner. Overall trends
show an upward trajectory: 107 incidents in 2024, 181 in 2025, and already 120 by mid-2026.

Hate crimes against Christians ‘mostly go unpunished’

Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa has publicly linked the rise in

aggression to the political climate under the Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
government, which was formed in late 2022.

In earlier remarks, the Franciscan cardinal stated that extremists “feel they are protected ... that
the cultural and political atmosphere now can justify, or tolerate, actions against Christians.” He
described the frequency of attacks as “something new.” Church leaders have repeatedly
complained that many perpetrators face little or no accountability, with many of the vandals
being treated as having mental health issues rather than deliberate malice.

Such anti-Christian hate crimes have included radical Jews attempting to assault an Orthodox

bishop and priest during a Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, another smashing a statue of Jesus
Christ at the Church of the Flagellation, radical Jewish gangs attacking Christian pilgrims and
committing vandalism, the desecration of Christian cemeteries, frequent incidents of their
spitting on Christians, and on other occasions torching their churches.



Furthermore, Church leaders continually emphasize that such crimes mostly go unpunished by
the local Israeli criminal justice system which leads to encouraging their escalation.

Such impunity extends to Jewish terrorist attacks upon Christians and other Palestinians in the
Israeli occupied West Bank, and in Gaza.

israeli officials ‘facilitate and enable’ anti-Christian terrorist attacks

In July of last year, after Israeli terrorists destroyed farmland, torched holy sites, and terrorized
Christian families in the West Bank town of Taybeh, Holy Land prelates charged that local law
enforcement authorities “facilitate and enable” attacks through non-enforcement of laws
supporting the basic human rights of their occupied Palestinian population.

Their judgments have been confirmed by current and former Israeli ministers who corroborate
the complicity of Israeli government officials in facilitating ongoing crimes through obfuscation,
encouragement, or ensuring “the [Jewish] terrorists don’t get arrested.”

Responding to the report on X, Palestinian Christian activist lhab Hassan emphasized how
attacks upon Christians by Jewish Israelis has “reached deeply alarming levels,” to a parallel
degree with “attacks against Palestinian Christians in the West Bank.”

“The problem is not only the attacks themselves," Hassan stated. “It is also the people who
refuse to acknowledge that there is a problem and continue portraying Israel as a great and
completely safe place for Christians while dismissing or ignoring what Christians themselves are
experiencing.”



The Robot-Human War Has Just Begun sam Faddis Jun 12, 2026

For some time, there has been significant concern about the implications of marrying Al to
defense technology. Anybody who has ever seen Terminator understands what that concern is.
One of these days, the machines may decide to kill us all. One of these days may be today.

The online publication, The New Scientist, just reported that in a test that took place two years
ago, fully autonomous drones were sent to a “test area” and that they killed everyone they
could find there. This was not a simulation. This was real.

Per the New Scientist, the test involved 10 Al-controlled “Terminator” drones on the front line
of the Ukraine war. Russian soldiers were killed.

“We tried it,” says drone-maker Alexander Kokhanovskyy, who supplied the technology and
spoke to New Scientist at a press event hosted by the Ukrainian embassy. “It’s a test. We never
implemented it [more widely)].”

The Ukrainians used quadcopter drones that were programmed to fly towards the front line,
cover an area of between 3 and 5 kilometers, then engage in “Terminator mode,” in which an Al
model searches for and intercepts targets.

“We just launch it and we know everything will be dead — everything that will be found there in
this particular area will be dead,” says Kokhanovskyy. “There is no connection to the drone at
all, you cannot see the video, nothing... Everything it sees will be killed.”

The humans had no way to see who was being killed. They had no way to stop the killing once
the drones were dispatched. When the slaughter was over, other human-piloted drones had to
be sent into the area to see the results of the attack.

This is not the first time reports have come out of Ukrainian autonomous drones killing people.
Previous reports from 2023 indicated that the Saker Scout drone fielded by Ukraine was hunting
and killing Russian manned vehicles autonomously. This may be the same model drone that was
used in the fully autonomous “test” attack that took place two years ago.

The Saker Scout is a Ukrainian Al-powered quadcopter UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle) originally

developed for reconnaissance, target identification, and strike missions. It gained attention as
one of the early examples of semi-autonomous or fully autonomous drones used in combat

during the Russia-Ukraine war.

The Saker Scout:

» Uses onboard Al to automatically detect, classify, track, and recognize up to 64 different
types of Russian military targets (tanks, armored vehicles, trucks, personnel carriers,
infantry positions, etc.), even when camouflaged. It has been characterized as being able
to operate with reduced human oversight, including in jammed/GPS-denied
environments via visual navigation and inertial systems. We may now have to consider
that it can operate with no human oversight at all.

» Typically operates in swarms. One lead reconnaissance drone scouts and designates
targets. Then, the attack drones move in.



