LITURGIES FOR THE TWENTIETH WEEK IN
ORDINARY TIME AND THE TWENTY-FIRST
SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

August 17 - 23, 2026

Monday, 8/17 T Weekday
6pm: ¥% Mary Smolek by The Christian Ladies

Tuesday 8/18 T Saint Clare, Virgin
9am: A. S. Eloise (Birthday)

Wednesday, 8/19 T Weekday, Saint John Eudes,
Priest
6pm: SS. C & M — Colette (Birthday)

Thursday, 8/20 T Saint Bernard, Abbot & Doctor
of the Church
9am; A.S. %% Florence Tumback by The Christian
Ladies :

Friday, 8/21 T Saint Pius X, Pope
9am; A.S. Liz & Scott (Anniversary)

Saturday, 8/22 T The Queenship of the Blessed

Virgin Mary
8:30am: SS. C & M — #1 Betty Sullivan by The
Christian Ladies

Saturday, 8/22 T Vigil: Twenty-First Sunday in
Ordinary Time
4:00pm: Mass at All Saints with Picnic to follow in
Parish Hall - Int. %% Bob Jachim by The
Christian Ladies

Sunday, 8/23 T The Twenty-First Sunday in
Ordinary Time
9am: A. S. Jim & Lori Roper (Anniversary) by Joan
Sickler
1lam: %% Mary Ingran by Steve & Linda Chidalek

+T B. ¥ P. ?F
Betty Sullivan & Walter Krzyzanowski, Jr.,SS.C & M

This week at SS. C & M & All Saints

Thurs., Aug. 20 — Legion of Mary

Thurs., Aug. 20 — Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Sat., Aug. 22 — 4pm — Mass & Bi-Parish Picnic at All
Saints

Happening next Saturday
Our Annual All Saints/SS. Cyril & Methodius Parish

Picnic Saturday, August 22, 2026 Mass at 4:00pm at All
Saints, San Pierre Picnic to follow in Parish Hall.
Lots of fun games & bingo for all

If you are new to the parish, please pick up a registration I ‘
form, found in the vestibule near the exit door of the
church. After completing the form, you may bring it to the
rectory office, or you may place it in the collection basket
during Mass.

You will also find donation envelopes in the same area.
Don’t forget to place your address or address label on the
front of the envelope, so we may give you credit for your
offering.

Also, if you have school age children who are age eligible
for religious education classes, please call Sue Dolezal at
219-252-0947. The Religious Ed Program will begin on
August 30.

The Religious Education program is in need of one more
instructor for the first communion class. Please call Sue
Dolezal if you are able to help.

OCIA Classes starting soon
Soon to be Blessed Fulton J. Sheen once said, “There
§ are not one hundred people in the United States who
§ hate The Catholic Church, but there are millions who
§ hate what they wrongly perceive the Catholic Church
to be.” ,
1 As Catholics, we have a duty to share our faith. If you §
1 have friends or family members who are not Catholic
§ or are separated from the Church, encourage them to
1 attend an informational Q&A on Tuesday, September
1, at 6:30 PM in the church parlor. Classes will begin
§ on September 8.



SSCM CSA UPDATE: Great news! We are out of
the red and into the black! So far, we can expect a
rebate of over $3500. Now we have a great
opportunity to increase that because 100% of any new
donations will come back to us. Thank you to those
who have brought us this far. If you haven’t yet
given, please do so using one of the CSA envelopes in
the back of the church. We can do great things when
we all work together!

Christian Ladies Organization is focused on Prayer,
Charity & fellowship. If you are looking to connect
with other women who share your Christian values,
want to grow spiritually, participate in charitable
activities, and support grieving families as well as
supporting the Religious Ed Program. All Ladies of
the Parish are invited to come and join us at our next
meeting (The second Tuesday of every other month)
which will be October14™ at 6:30pm in the Church
Parlor

—
R I

Dear Padre

August 16, 2026
What does the Church teach about evolution?

In 1950, Pope Pius Xl assured believers that there is no
intrinsic opposition between Christianity and the theory
of evolution, provided that God is affirmed as the Creator
of all things and that the human soul is acknowledged
a direct creation of God. (See Humani Generis [On the
Human Person], 36.) In section 6 of his October 22, 1996,
address to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, Pope St.
John Paul Il sanctioned the acceptance of evolution theo-
ries but added that the nature of the soul and its relation-
ship to God are beyond the realm of science. Thus, the
Catholic Church maintains that while evolution explains
the development of life, it is God who initiated and guid-
ed the evolutionary process, and that our providential
God is ultimately responsible for creating the human soul.

Many people find Darwin's evolutionary theory (On
the Origin of Species, 1859) hard to reconcile with their
literal interpretation of the biblical account of origins in
Genesis 1 and 2. But views on whether God created hu-
man beings in evolutionary stages that span millennia, or
literally created human beings in an instant, can coexist
for Catholics. Yet, regarding the latter view, the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church discourages an overall lit-
eral interpretation of the Bible, encouraging readers in-
stead to recognize its various literary genres. (See CCC
109-117.) Recall, too, that the Bible wasn't written for sci-
entific information, nor was Darwinian biology written for
theological revelation. @

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Good News!

August 16, 2026
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Isaiah 56:1, 6~7 / Romans 11:13-15, 29-32
/ Matthew 15:21-28

ANN M. GARRIDO

Not once, not twice, but three times in today’s gospel,
Jesus dismisses the Canaanite woman who comes to him
for help. First, he refuses to speak to her. Then, he says
he has come only for “the lost sheep™ of Israel. Finally,
he compares her to a dog. In ancient Judaism, dogs were
considered unclean animals, and to call someone a dog
was a harsh insult. How does it feel to hear Jesus speak
to a woman in this way? We must admit that it does not
sound like the Jesus we know and love.

With the trajectory of the encounter headed down-
hill (and picking up speed), it is hard to imagine that
anything could be done at this point to change the out-
come. If [ were in her situation, I would have been so of-
fended after the third dismissal that | would have simply
slammed the door on the way out. But, remarkably, the
story takes a 90-degree turn when the Canaanite woman
enters into a verbal joust with Jesus and jolts him into
taking her seriously. Very seriously. Jesus praises her for
her faith.

“Faith in what?” one might ask. Perhaps faith that
this relationship could still turn around. Faith that the
antagonistic plotline of history between Jews and Ca-
naanites could still change. Faith that Jesus could still
be something other than a dismissive man. Faith that an
ignored voice might still be worth hearing. Do we have
the praiseworthy faith of the Canaanite woman? Do we
still believe that troublesome interactions can yet be re-
deemed? @
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Christians attacked 83 times in Israel this spring, report finds

(LifeSiteNews) Aug 7, 2026— An independent Jewish-Israeli organization has documented 83 acts of
harassment across 76 incidents of religious Jews targeting Christians in Israel between April and
June of this year.

The Religious Freedom Data Center (REDC) is a non-political organization founded in June 2023 by
Jewish-Israeli citizens and directed by Yisca Harani, a scholar of Christianity and interfaith educator.
The findings confirm ongoing outcries from Christian prelates in the region, such as Cardinal
Pierbattista Pizzaballa, and document a sustained increase in such cases, concentrated heavily in
Jerusalem’s Old City, including both physical assaults and aggressive forms of intimidation.
According to the RFDC’s official quarterly report, Jews spitting at or on Christians remained the
dominant form of harassment, accounting for 47 incidents, or 56 percent of the total. Other
categories included verbal assault (8 incidents — 10 percent), threatening behavior (6 incidents — 7
percent), throwing trash into Christian properties (5 incidents — 6 percent), defacement of signage (6
incidents — 7 percent), and additional physical assaults (4 incidents — 5 percent). A further 7 acts are
described simply as “other,” accounting for 9 percent.

Jerusalem recorded 68 incidents — nearly 89 percent of all incidents — with 46 taking place inside the
Old City. The Armenian Patriarchate Road stood out as a major hotspot with 18 incidents. Mount
Zion saw 9 incidents. Smaller numbers occurred in West Jerusalem and outside the capital, including
in Haifa and Galilee.

One of the most serious cases took place on April 28, when 36-year-old Jewish settler Yonah
Schreiber brutally assaulted a Catholic nun, running up behind her and slamming her to the stone
walkway, and then returning to kick her. This happened on Mount Zion near the Upper Room where
Jesus Christ held the Last Supper with His apostles and instituted the Holy Eucharist.

Another notable incident, described as “violent” and “racist” by various media outlets, occurred on
May 14, during the Flag March of Zionist Jews through the Muslim and Christian quarters of
Jerusalem’s Old City. Marchers spat toward the Church of the Praetorium and a statue of the Virgin
Mary on the Via Dolorosa and St. Francis Street.

On May 23, at the Church of the Redeemer, Jewish agitators banged loudly on the closed door and
shouted “Death to Christians,” forcing the organist to flee through a side door. The RFDC classified
this as a threatening behavior incident and assisted in the filing of a police complaint.

Aggressive acts on the rise, committed in broad daylight

In another incident, a man “shouted anti-Jesus remarks and approached two Catholic nuns in a
threatening manner on the Jerusalem Light Rail,” the report describes. “The harassment ended
following an intervention.”

Online incitement also featured prominently in the report. On June 16, a Google Maps review
misconstrued biblical verses from Deuteronomy calling for the destruction of Christian sites,
including Dormition Abbey. The RFDC reported this case and forwarded evidence to authorities.
The data reveal a clear upward trend of such incidents. The RFDC recorded 107 incidents in 2024
and 181 in 2025. By mid-2026, 120 incidents had already been logged, including 76 in the April-June
quarter alone. This puts 2026 on track to surpass the previous year’s total.

The RFDC report observes that “in recent years, these acts have increasingly taken place openly, in
broad daylight, and at times in a deliberately demonstrative manner.”

Vatican News coverage of the report highlighted that many episodes occur in broad daylight,
“sometimes with parents who encourage their children to imitate them,” while perpetrators are
acting “with growing audacity and arrogance ... without fear of consequences.”




Hate crimes against Christians ‘mostly go unpunished’

In April 2023, four months after the new Zionist government of Benjamin Netanyahu took power —
installing anti-Christian Jewish supremacist ministers such as ltamar Ben-Gvir — Latin Patriarch
Cardinal Pizzaballa warned how a new lack of enforcement of the law had emboldened Jewish
extremists to attack Christians.

“The frequency of these attacks, the aggressions, has become something new,” Pizzaballa said at the
time. “These people feel they are protected ... that the cultural and political atmosphere now can
justify, or tolerate, actions against Christians.”

Such anti-Christian hate crimes included religious Jews attempting to assault an Orthodox bishop
and priest during a Sunday morning Divine Liturgy, smashing a statue of Jesus Christ at the Church of
the Flagellation, gangs attacking pilgrims and committing vandalism, the desecration of Christian
cemeteries, more incidents of spitting on Christians, and on other occasions torching their churches.
Further, Church leaders continually emphasize that such crimes mostly go unpunished by the local
Israeli criminal justice system which leads to encouraging their escalation.

Such impunity extends to Jewish terrorist attacks upon Christians and other Palestinians in the
Israeli occupied West Bank and Gaza.

Israeli officials “facilitate and enable’ anti-Christian terrorist attacks

In July of last year, after these Israeli terrorists destroyed farmland, torched holy sites, and terrorized
Christian families in the West Bank town of Taybeh, Holy Land prelates charged that local law
enforcement authorities actually “facilitate and enable” such attacks through non-enforcement of
laws supporting the basic human rights of their occupied Palestinian population.

Such judgments have been confirmed by current and former Israeli ministers who corroborate the
complicity of Israeli government officials in facilitating these ongoing crimes through obfuscation,
encouragement, or ensuring “the [Jewish] terrorists don’t get arrested.”

Three days following the prelates’ statement regarding the terrorist crimes in Taybeh, an Israeli tank
fired upon Holy Family Catholic Church in Gaza, killing three and injuring nine, including the parish
priest. '

At the time, Pizzaballa expressed doubts that this attack was a mistake — as the Israeli government
had claimed — with other sources offering that Church authorities suspected the strike was “a
deliberate act of retaliation” for Christian prelates speaking out against Jewish terrorist attacks in
Taybeh three days earlier.

In a statement responding to this israeli terrorist attack upon civilians, the Latin Patriarchate of
Jerusalem condemned the “targeting of innocent civilians and of a sacred place,” while emphasizing
“this tragedy is not greater or more terrible than the many others that have befallen Gaza. Many
other innocent civilians have also been harmed, displaced and killed. Death, suffering and
destruction are everywhere.”

In this respect, since October 7, 2023, Israel has directly killed at least 73,377 Palestinians including
approximately 22,000 children and 33,000 women and girls. These also include at least 1,254 killed
since the October 11, 2025 “ceasefire” began, as a result of Israel’s over 4,000 violations of this
agreement.




