LITURGIES FOR THE FOURTEENTH
WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME AND
THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN
ORDINRY TIME

July 6 - 12,2026

Monday, 7/6 T Weekday, Saint Maria Goretti,
Virgin & Martyr
6pm: Colette

Tuesday, 7/6 T Weekday
9am: A. S. ¥ Patricia Dumenric by Husband, Jim

Wednesday, 7/8 T Weekday
6pm: SS. C & M — Special Intention, Menis Family

Thursday, 7/9 T Weekday, Saint Augustine Zhao
. Rong, Priest, & Companions, Martyrs
9am; A.S. Gary & Annette

Friday, 7/10 T Weekday
9am; A.S. % Emil & Louise Dumenric by Son, Jim

Saturday, 7/11 T Weekday, Independence Day,
BVM
8:30am: ¥ ¥ Mary Ingram by Janet Fingerhut

Saturday, 7/11 T Vigil: The Fifteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
4:30pm: ¥ Milton Eby by Daughter, Donna Kida

Sunday, 7/12 T The Fifteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
9am: A. S. ¥ Chester Potempa by The Williams
Family
11am: Eloise

This week at SS. C & M & All Saints
Thurs., July 9 — Legion of Mary

Thurs., July 9 — Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Thurs., July 9 — 7pm — Men’s Group, All Saints
Sun., July 12 — 11am-? -SVDP Pork Chop Dinner

‘In observanceof the Fo’u’rtvh’ovf J ﬁlyylH’ol’i‘day, the ofﬁce
will be closed Monday, July 6.
. We wish everyone a safe & pleasant Holiday!!!

Starke County Food Pantry Needs
Peanut Butter, pancake mix & syrup, canned fruit,

| laundry soap, dish soap, toilet tissue, salt, pepper, small
packages sugar & flour, sanitary pads, fresh fruits &
vegetables, canned meat, canned pasta with meat.

The Ss. Cyril & Methodius Rummage Sale
Starts next week. Thursday, Friday, July 9, 10
(8am — 5pm) & Saturday July 11, (8am — 1pm),

Your gently used items may be brought in
the Church Parlor on Monday, July 6, from
Noon — 3pm, Tuesday, July 7 from Noon —
5pm & Wednesday, July 8 from 9am — 3pm

Don’t Forget the SVDP Pork Chop
Dinner this Sunday,
July 12, 2026, 11am - 1pm
Tickets are s10 for a one chop dinner
and s15 for one chop dinner + one extra
chop. It is best to come early (11am or a
little after) if you have tickets to assure
you get your meal(s).
We have purchased more chops this
year.
Tickets are selling very fast!!
If you need tickets, you may contact the
Rectory at 574-896-2195 from g:30am -
3:30pm, or contact any SVDP member.
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In the Gospel today we hear Jesus say: “Come to me,
all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give
you rest.”

“I give praise to you, Father, Lord of heaven
and earth”. Stewardship is the “attitude of
gratitude” for the many gifts God has given
us.

Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
brings peace to those who are overwhelmed with
life’s burdens.

Dear Padre

July 5, 2026

Is it appropriate to display the American flag in
our church?

A diocesan bishop—who often delegates this matter to
the discretion of the pastor—determines regulations on
whether and how to display the American flag in a Cath-
olic church. Displaying the flag, and a book of remem-
brance for those serving in the armed forces, seems to
have originated in many US parishes during World War
Il. The practice has continued through subsequent wars
and national tragedies.

While the Bishops' Committee on the Liturgy advised
that national symbols should not be permanent fixtures
of a worship space, they may be appropriate at wor-
ship services on a civil holiday, etc. This same commit-
tee discouraged pastors from displaying the American
flag within the sanctuary itself—a space reserved for
the altar, ambo, presidential chair, and tabernacle—but
instead to place the flag in the vestibule of the church
together with a book of petitions for the living and de-
ceased.

Fundamentally, a church building is where the liturgi-
cal assembly gathers as one body in Christ—the same
Christ of the Eucharist who is beyond time and place,
who came to unite our divisions. “The church build-
ing is a sign and reminder of the immanence and tran-
scendence of God—who chose to dwell among us and
whose presence cannot be contained or limited to any
single place” (US Conference of Catholic Bishops, Built
of Living Stones, 2000). ®

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Good News!

July 5, 2026
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Zechariah 9:9-10 / Romans 8:9, 11-13/
Matthew 11:25-30

ANN M. GARRIDO

The invention of the yoke 6,000 years ago marked one
of the great advances in human history. The yoke—a
wooden beam fitted across the neck—harnessed the en-
ergy of two cattle pulling in the same direction, hasten-
ing the tilling of soil and transport of goods.

It is easy to see why, among many ancient peoples,
the yoke became a symbol of subjugation. When the Ro-
man army won a battle, they forced defeated soldiers to
walk beneath a “yoke” of spears to indicate they were
now in a state of servitude. The prophet Jeremiah once
walked through Jerusalem wearing a yoke to warn the
people they were about to be conquered by Babylon.

In Judaism, however, the Torah was also sometimes
referred to as a yoke. It was a law to be submitted to, but
it also was a way of life that offered an alternative to the
cruel “yokes” imposed by kings. The Book of Sirach en-
courages youth to “Take [Torah’s} yoke upon your neck;
that your mind may receive her teaching.... See for your-
selves! I have labored only a little but have found much”
(Sirach 51:26-27).

It is unclear exactly what Jesus meant when he in-
vited us to accept Ais yoke, but it is likely that he was
echoing the invitation of Sirach. He wanted us to know
that following God’s law makes it possible for us to work
together, accomplishing much that we could not do on
our own. And that God’s law is a gentle law—one that
enables rather than oppresses. Are you willing to receive
Christ’s gentle teaching and make it your own? @
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After losing members during the clergy sex abuse scandal and COVID, is the
Catholic church making a comeback? Parishes in the Pittsburgh area and across
the nation are reporting a significant increase in new members, driven in part by
Gen Z as people in their 20s search for deeper meaning in life.

St. Paul Cathedral saw overflow crowds on Easter this year — a weekend in
which the Pittsburgh Diocese baptized 800 new Catholics, more than double from
the year before. The trend delights the newly installed Bishop Mark Eckman.

"Very significant,” Eckman said. "And that's not just in Pittsburgh. That's across
the country. Every diocese is reporting a surge, more than double than what they've
ever seen before."

While there are new members of all ages, the movement is being driven by
college students and young people in their 20s who say they're looking for
something more meaningful than the pursuit of money, power and prestige — what
society calls success.

"They're getting everything that they want and realizing that's not what satisfies
them, and so they're trying to look other places for it, and then they find the
church," Ava Neugebauer of Hampton said.

Catholic student organizations at the University of Pittsburgh and Carnegie
Mellon University have grown in the past two years and now host an estimated 350
students in Bible studies. For the first time in a decade, a Catholic mass has
returned to the Pitt campus as more than 200 students have found a spiritual home
every Sunday in the soaring Gothic elegance of the Heinz Chapel.

Having grown up on the iPhone and social media and having suffered the isolation
of the pandemic, students like Pitt Catholic Newman Club president Tommy
Manning say they're looking for connection with each other and a higher power.
"A lot of young people have anxiety or depression," Manning said. "Most of us,
and myself included, have just been graciously given the gift through God of the

Catholic church."

"They're not being satisfied with what society has to offer or the message that
they're receiving," Eckman said.

Bishop Eckman says this resurgence is not a political movement and the new
Catholics are right-wing, left-wing and in the middle — driven by their heart rather
than their political leanings. He says the young people he's been speaking with say
they feel an emptiness in the modern culture and want greater fulfillment and a
stronger foundation in faith.

"They don't trust social media," Eckman said. "They don't trust government. They
don't trust their peers. They're looking for the truth, and they're finding that in the
church. They're finding that in sacraments and certainly in the preaching of the
Gospel. They want to know what's right and wrong, and they want to do that in
their life."



A 4th of July reflection

When Thomas Jefferson penned the Declaration of Independence, stating that the Creator had
endowed us with the fundamental human right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, he
was articulating his summary understanding of political philosophy, but trying it out on the broad
and open stage of the New World.

Immigrants from Europe had come to America, seeking religious freedom, economic
opportunity, or simply an escape from debts, prison records, and broken relationships.

Violent clashes with the Native peoples, especially as immigration expanded steadily West and
the beginnings of the horrible slave trade, would also mark the evolution of the United States and
painfully contradict the high ideals of liberty, human dignity, and justice, articulated by the
Founding Fathers, with contradiction, struggle, violence, and racial discrimination.

A country founded on fundamental principles

In the midst of these complexities and injustices, the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution of the United States still stand as watershed documents in global history.

For the very first time, a new country was founded on the fundamental principles of human
dignity, rights and responsibilities, and liberty. The state existed to serve the people, not the other
way around.

While our history is marked with failures in this great American enterprise of freedom and
dignity, nevertheless, millions of people have flocked to our shores, seeking a better life, greater
freedom, the ability to exercise rights, and to build a better future.

Our immigrant forbears arrived here with their Catholic Faith and a deep desire for the gifts of
opportunity this country offered.

Fundamentals of Catholic social teaching

As we celebrate the Fourth of July this week, I invite you to ponder the fundamentals of Catholic
social teaching, which are broad principles to guide the building of a civilization of life and love,
with a government and people who sincerely and effectively seek the common good.

1. Human Dignity; Rights and Responsibilities. Every person has been created in the image
and likeness of God and therefore has the right to be born, to nourishing food and shelter, an
education, health care, work, religious liberty, freedom of speech and assembly, access to culture
and to live in safety.

The right to life is fundamental here, the necessary beginning of other needed guarantees for
human flourishing.

Conversely, every person has responsibilities connected to our rights, including the obligation to



