LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK OF
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
AND THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

May 11 - 17, 2026

Monday, 5/11 T Easter Weekday
6pm: SS. C & M — Mary & Nate

Tuesday, 5/12 T Easter Weekday, Saints Nereus &
Achelleus , Martyrs, Saint Pancras, Martyr
12N: A. S. Jan Duttlinger (Birthday) by Joan Sickler

Wednesday, 5/13 1t Easter Weekday, Our Lady of
Fatima
6pm: SS. C & M — Jamieson

Thursday, 5/14 T Saint Matthias, Apostle
9am; A.S. Intention of Joan Sickler by Mary Serge

Friday, 5/15 T Easter Weekday, Saint Isodore
9am; A.S. %% Donnelly Family

Saturday, 5/16 T Easter Weekday
8:30am: Amanda (Birthday) by Grandma

Saturday, 5/16 T Vigil: THE ASCENSION OF
THE LORD
4:30pm: 5% Bob Jachim by The Scamerhorn Family

Sunday, 5/17 T THE ASCENSION OF

THE LORD
9am: A. S. ®% Chester Potempa by Mary K Powell
11am: Ronnie & Joanie

This week at SS. C & M & All Saints
Mon., May 11 — 6:30pm — SVDP, Parlor

Wed., May 13 — 6:30pm — Parish Council, Rectory
Thurs., May 14 —Legion of Mary

Thurs., May 14— Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Thurs., May 14 - 7pm — Men’s Group, All Saints
Sunday., May 17 — 12N — Finance Mtng., Rectory

Starke County Food Pantry Needs

Peanut Butter, pancake mix & syrup, canned fruit,
| laundry soap, dish soap, toilet tissue, salt, pepper,

small packages sugar & flour, sanitary pads, fresh
fruits & vegetables, canned meat, canned pasta with
meat.

Those who obey the commandments, Jesus says in
today’s Gospel, are the ones who really love Him.
Does my stewardship reveal my love for Jesus?

Loving God,
as a mother gives life and nourishment to her
children,
so you give life and care for your Church.
Bless these women, as we celebrate this day in
their honor.

May they be strengthened as Christian mothers.
Let the example of their faith and love shine forth.
Grant that we, their sons and daughters, may
honor and appreciate themwith a spirit of
profound respect.

May the example of Mary, mother of Jesus,
inspire them to live their vocation as Christian
mothers and call their children to faith. Guide and
protect them in challenging times and help them to §

continue to trust in you all the days of their life. [

Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

In the Gospel today, Jesus says to us: “If you love
me, you will keep my commandments...Whoever
loves me will be loved by my Father and I will love
him and reveal myself to him.

When we give to the poor, God indeed pours his
love, peace and joy into our hearts, into our lives
and through us into the hearts of those who are
poor.




The History of Mother’s Day: From Global Peace
to Greeting Cards

Mother’s Day in the United States has a history ali its
own—and it's more complicated than greeting cards
might lead you to believe. There were repeated
efforts to establish a Mother’s Day holiday and
conflicting ideas about what it should stand for and
how it should be observed. From a call for women to
improve global policymaking and seek peace to a day
to honor women’s work and role in the family, the
history of the holiday reveals multiple insights into
how mothers shape the world.

Julia Ward Howe, best known as the author of the
“Battle Hymn of the Republic,” was an abolitionist, a
women’s rights advocate, and a peace activist. In
1870, horrified by the death and destruction she had
witnessed during the Civil War and concerned by the
Franco-Prussian war unfolding abroad, Howe issued
what has come to be known as her “Mother’s Day
Proclamation,” originally called an “Appeal to
womanhood throughout the world.” In it, Howe urged
the creation of an international body of women who
could find ways to avoid war and bloodshed:

“| earnestly ask that a general congress of women,
without limit of nationality, may be appointed ... to
promote the alliance of the different nationalities, the
amicable settlement of international questions, the
great and general interests of peace.”

When that didn’t happen, Howe sought to establish
an annual Mother’s Day for Peace, to be celebrated
in June. That did happen in a few places, for a while.

The version of Mother’'s Day celebrated today is more
directly rooted in the work of Ann Jarvis and her
daughter, Anna Jarvis, who established the holiday to
honor her mother. Frustratingly for the younger
Jarvis, most people don't celebrate it today the way
she intended.

Ann Maria Reeves Jarvis (1832—1905) bore more
than a dozen children. Most of the children died from
diseases such as diphtheria or measles, which were
common during her day in the Appalachian area of
Virginia (later West Virginia) where she lived. Jarvis
worked hard in her community to try to help other
mothers and families avoid the tragedies she had
suffered. Part of a national public health movement
populated in large part by women reformers, Jarvis
organized “Mothers’ Work Clubs” and promoted
special “Mother's Work Days,” when women would
collaboratively collect trash and undertake other
projects to improve local environmental conditions
and their neighbors’ understanding of hygiene.

The focus of Jarvis’ work changed when war struck.
Her region was deeply divided by the Civil War. Local
soldiers fought on both sides of the conflict, and

guerilla warfare was rampant. Jarvis insisted that the
women'’s groups she organized help both
Confederate and Union troops who were sick or
wounded, and she worked to promote peace and
unity following the war. In 1868, despite threats of
violence, she organized a “Mother’s Friendship Day”
to bring families from both sides of the war together to
try to restore a sense of community. It's possible that
Howe’s proclamation two years later was inspired by
Jarvis; the two knew each other. At the very least,

“Jarvis and Howe shared the belief that women—and

especially mothers—were best suited to bring people
together with a goal of peace.

After Ann Jarvis’ death, her daughter, Anna Jarvis
(1864—1948), set out to honor her mother’s legacy by
establishing a national Mothers’ Day on the second
Sunday in May, the day her mother had died. Anna,
who never married or had children of her own, did not
focus the holiday on peace activism but on the idea of
honoring one’s own mother. She chose white
carnations as an emblem and urged people to write
heartfelt letters of gratitude to their mothers (in Anna
Jarvis’ eyes, sending a pre-printed card didn’t count).
Anna succeeded in her quest for official recognition,
and President Wilson issued a proclamation of the
first national Mother’s Day just before the start of
World War | in 1914,

A Mother's Day postcard from 1916 printed by the
Northern Pacific Railway. Anna Jarvis, however, soon
grew discontented as she noted increasing
commercialization of the celebration. What she had
wanted to be an earnest “holy day” had become, in
her eyes, a crass holiday benefitting florists and
greeting card companies more than honoring the
mothering work done by women. Anna was so
distraught over the way Americans observed the
holiday she had worked hard to establish that she
started a petition to have it recalled in 1943. Five
years later she died penniless in a sanitarium where
her bills were paid by the same greeting card
companies and florists she despised. Mother’'s Day
provides an excellent opportunity to reflect on and
honor the role of mothers in our own families and in
the rich and complicated history of our nation.



Little Gilles Bouhours -The 5 year old who delivered a heavenly message to the Pope

Little Gilles Bouhours (1944-1960)--The 5 year old boy who delivered a purported heavenly message to
Pope Pius XlI for the dogma of the Assumption in 1950

"The Blessed Virgin Mary did not die; She ascended to Heaven with Her body and soul" -Message from
five year old Gilles Bouhours given to Pope Pius Xil during a special private audience.

In 1950, as Pope Pius XIl was preparing to promulgate the dogma of the Assumption of Mary into
heaven, he privately prayed to God for a sign, to confirm that the proposed dogma was indeed God's
holy will. This is the story of what was believed to be heavens remarkable answer to the Pope's prayer.
Baby Gilles is reportedly miraculously cured at age 9 months through the intercession of St. Therese of
Lisieux

Gilles Bouhours was born in Mayenne, France on November 27, 1944, on the feast of the Miraculous
Medal. He was the third of five children. His father, Gabriel Bouhours was a plumber, and his mother
Madeleine was a housewife. Remarkably, God intervened very early in Gilles' existence. At the age of
nine months, he was diagnosed with meningoencephalitis (meningitis with encephalitis), an illness that
was often fatal at that time. The local physician, Dr. Dives, who was first consulted then sent them to a
specialist in Bordeaux. The diagnosis was the same. In that year, penicillin was just starting to be tested
on several patients with meningitis in Germany and in the USA, but for little Gilles in France there were
no really effective medicines to combat the disease.

Trips to Rome -First audience with Pope Pius XIi

After repeated requests by the Lady of the visions and Gilles insistence, a first trip to Rome is organized,
despite financial difficulties regarding the cost of the trip, for they were a family of very modest means.
Because of this, only Gilles and his father went. On December 12, 1949 Gilles and his father were able to
meet Pope Pius XIl in a semi-private audience, but on that day the child does not give the Pope the secret
of the Lady, because he is not alone with the Pope, as requested by the Madonna. Gilles is disappointed,
but insistent that he must deliver the message privately.

So, a second trip begins to be organized, but soon afterwards some bad news reaches the family by post:
because of the local Bishops decision concerning the various purported apparitions at Espis, it was stated
that the Holy Father cannot grant a second hearing to Gilles. Eight days later, after the Lady of the
apparition again asked Gilles to go to the Vatican to inform the pope of the "secret", within days the
various roadblocks seem to mysteriously disappear. Somehow, the obstacles were cleared at the highest
levels of the Vatican.

Second private audience with the Pope

Gilles and his father leave for Rome in late April, and on May 1, 1950 Pope Pius XII received Gilles in a
private audience, with only five year old Gilles and the Sovereign Pontiff present. Of this private
encounter very little has been revealed. One matter of note was the fact that little Gilles was presented to
the Pope by Cardinal Montini, the future Pope Paul VI. Gilles father, Gabriel Bouhours, described the
scene in a picturesque way:

"At around 10:30am, we entered the Vatican, where prelates of His Holiness bring us into a room. A
Bishop said "Put the child on the chair. We will leave him alone with the Holy Father. "

As soon as the latter entered, the prelates withdrew, and Gilles remained alone with Pope Pius Xil. Pope
Pius reappeared shortly afterwards with Gilles, who joyfully clapped his hands and cheered: 'Vive le Papa!’
After the audience, and now freed from all constraints, the dear child revealed his secret to several
people."

On June 10, 1950, a journalist from the 'Giornale d'italia’ published a long article entitled: "A little



Frenchman of five years speaks to the Pope."

This article quoted the famous "secret" of Gilles: "The Blessed Virgin Mary did not die; She ascended into
heaven with her body and soul."

Other notable persons met "little Gilles" on the occasion of his trip to Rome, particularly Fr. Gabrielle
Roschini, well known for being a great mariologist and professor at the Lateran University, and expert at
the Second Vatican Council. At this time of meeting with Gilles he was one of the key individuals charged
with preparing the dogmatic text of the Assumption. He describes his interview with Gilles: "/ do not
know what impression was produced on the Sovereign Pontiff concerning the "secret" of the Blessed
Virgin. Speaking with the child before the pontifical audience, | had found little Gilles hermetically closed,
and numerous other persons had not been successful either. He defended himself by saying that the
Blessed Virgin had commanded to say it first, before anyone else, to the pope. And little Gilles did so. After
the private audience he revealed it to me, as well as to several other people.”

Subsequently to Gilles private meeting with the Pope, several articles appeared in various newspapers,
thus the case of "Little Gilles" became known. The profound accord between the content of this sentence
given by Gilles to the Pope and the dogma of the Assumption, as well as the proximity of the dates
between the hearing granted to Gilles (May 1, 1950), and the proclamation of this dogma on August 15th,
1950 could not fail to strike deeply into the minds and hearts of many.

Remarkably, according to several well-informed sources, it was reported that Pope Pius XII had in fact
asked God for a sign to confirm that the proposed dogma of the Assumption was in accord with the will of
God. And so it was that members of his close entourage, as well as several people outside the Vatican,
did not fail to identify this "sign" as being the private revelation of the child. One can only assume that
the Pope did also.

A Little Sister of the Poor nun who was a friend of the family gave the family two relic prayer cards to
place under baby Gilles pillow, while praying for his healing; one was a relic card of St. Therese of the
Child Jesus (1873-1896), and the other was of Father Daniel Brottier (1876-1936), of the Congregation of
Saint-Esprit, a former missionary in Africa and director of the Orphelins Apprentis d'Auteuil (home for
orphans) in Paris. Three nights pass without any noticeable improvement being felt.

On the fourth night, the exhausted parents dozed off, and when the awoke they found Gilles without any
pain, breathing and behaving normally, with the fever completely gone, without explanation.

"A redness in the form of a "T" (Cross) was visible on each cheek" later explained his parents. Add to all
this another strange fact captured their attention: While they found the image of Father Brottier intact
under baby Gilles pillow, that of St. Therese of Lisieux was missing its relic--only the two red threads
holding her relic were found after a through search of the crib and the floor. For Madeleine and Gabriel
Bouhours, this was a sign that the "little Thérése" had interceded with God for the healing of their child.
Events later in Gilles life would later seemingly confirm this conclusion.

On August 15, 1958, the Virgin appeared to him for the last time. A year and a half later Gilles passed
from this life to eternity on February 26, 1960. He was 15 years old. He died after a short illness of 48
hours. Some in the medical field said it was a crisis of uremia, while others said it was acute asthma, but
ultimately there was no precise explanation. Yet another remarkable thing happened at the moment
when Gilles gave his soul to God--A flock of birds of all sorts came and fluttered around the window of
his room and engaged in a melodious chirping, which lasted a few moments, enough for the people
around the bed of Gilles to be fascinated and astonished by the sight, and afterwards report it.

-Little Gilles Bouhours, pray for us!



