LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK OF
EASTER SUNDAY AND THE SUNDAY
OF DIVINE MERCY
(SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER)

April 6 - 12,2026

Monday, 4/6 T Monday within the Octave of
Easter
5:40pm — Divine Mercy, SS.C& M
6pm: SS. C & M — 1+ Sharon Pfost by Carole
Rahfeldt

Tuesday, 4/7 T Tuesday within the Octave of
Easter

8:40am — Divine Mercy, A.S.

9am: A. S. — Debbie (Birthday) by Mom, Joan

Wednesday, 4/8 T Wednesday within the Octave of

Easter
5:40pm — Divine Mercy, SS. C & M
6pm: SS. C & M — Willa

Thursday, 4/9 T Thursday within the Octave of
Easter

8:40am — Divine Mercy, A.S.

9am; A.S. Andrea (Birthday) by Grandma

Friday, 4/10 T Friday within the Octave of
Easter
8:40am — Divine Mercy, A.S.
9am; A.S. 9% Chester Potempa by Eloise Valadez &
Fam.

Saturday, 4/11 T Saturday within the Octave of
Easter

8:10am — Divine Mercy, SS. C& M

8:30am: i Nick Chester by Legion of Mary

Saturday, 4/11 t Vigil: Sunday of Divine Mercy
4:30pm -. W% Greg Allender by Wife, Angela

Sunday, 4/12 T Sunday of Divine Mercy

9am: A. S. ®% Chester Potempa by the Scamerhorn
Family

11am: %< Sharon Pfost by Janet Fingerhut

12:30pm — Divine Mercy, All Saints

1:30pm — Divine Mercy, SS. Cyril & Methodius.

This week at SS. C & M & All Saints

Tues., Apr. 7 — 6pm - Christian Ladies Mtng./Bella
Vita Baby Shower, Parlor

Tues., Apr. 7 — No A.S. Sodality Meeting

Wed., April 7 — 6:30pm — Parish Council, Rectory

Thurs., Apr. 9 — 7pm, - Men’s Group, SS. C & M

Sun., Apr. 12 —9:30am — Religious Education

Oh baby!

Christian Ladies 5™ Annual Bella Vita Baby Shower
This Tuesday. April 7% at 6pm |
SS. Cyril & Methodius Church Parlor

There will be a light carry-in supper and a short
business meeting

No Diapers

No need to wrap gifts

Gift Drop off Box in Church Entry

v

e understand Easter as the passage from old to new;
from darkness to light; and from suffering to joy. It is
such a hope-filled and life-giving feast that we, the
Church, celebrate Easter for not merely one day but
for an entire 50-day season.

Let us not miss this opportunity to enjoy, celebrate, ’
and be inspired by all the beautiful symbols and |
messages the Easter season offers us.

Very early in the morning after the Sabbath, Mary
Magdalene went to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body
with precious oils. The reward of this good and
conscientious steward was to be the first to know that
Jesus had been raised from the dead! Alleluia! =|.I ‘
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Please keep St. Vincent de Paul in mind when Very early in the morning after the Sabbath, Mary

you are doing any around-the-house clean up. Magdalene went to the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body with
We are always looking for useable, clean items. precious oils. The reward of this good and conscientious
Any items donated help us to help others in our steward was to be the first to know that Jesus had been
community. raised from the dead! Alleluia!

Thank You!

Dear Padre

April 12, 2026

We are told that when we receive the Holy
Eucharist, our venial sins are washed away. Does
the same thing happen when we receive spiritual
communion? |
Yes, and there are many other ways that venial sins can
be forgiven. First and foremost is each of the sacraments
of reconciliation: baptism, Eucharist, penance, and
anointing of the sick. In addition to the sacraments, an
Act of Contrition will also suffice, as will a simple prayer
of intercession, such as, "Lord, Jesus, Son of the Living
God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” Forgiveness of venial
sins is directly dependent on one thing: the sanctifying
grace of the Holy Spirit at work in our world and in each
one of us. Forgiveness is not merited; it is a gift, and, as
a gift, it requires only that we ask and gratefully receive.
It is true that we are all sinful. We are also all bless-
ed. As wonderful as forgiveness is, and there truly is no
greater gift of God's love, an equally wonderful gift is
gratitude. Perhaps, with every Act of Contrition that we
pray, we should also offer a prayer of thanksgiving. It
might help us find balance if we remind ourselves not
only how we may not have measured up but also that we
are blessed and graced. ®

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Good News!

April 12, 2026
Second Sunday of Easter
(Sunday of Divine Mercy) (A)

Acts 2:42-47 / 1 Peter 1:3-9 / John 20:19-31
ANN M. GARRIDO

We can readily understand Thomas’ insistence upon
seeing things with his own eyes. Would you believe it
if someone told you that a friend whose funeral you had
attended was now walking through walls?

At some time or other, all of us have been tricked into
believing something we later found out was untrue and
remember how foolish we felt. Haven't our parents told
us not to believe everything we hear? Haven’t our teach-
ers taught us to do our own research? Doubt serves a-
valuable purpose, and we would be naive to disregard it.

At the same time, we know that doubt can become
a way of life, overstepping its usefulness. During the
COVID pandemic, for example, some refused to believe
even the most knowledgeable medical voices in the na-
tion. Like Thomas, they insisted that unless they’d “done
their own research,” they wouldn’t believe. Such a stance
ignores that unless you are a scientist working in a medi-
cal lab, even “your own research” will be based onan act
of belief that what you are reading of others’ research is
correct, Doubt is good, but only in combination with a
healthy dose of humility. In the end, the world turns on
an axis of trust.

At the close of today’s gospel, Jesus names as “bless-
ed” those able to discern what is true and believe not
only because of what they have seen with their own eyes
but also because of what they have heard through their
ears from sources worthy of their trust. e
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The Mystery of Sacrifice By Edith Stein

“Thy will be done,” in its full extent, must be the guideline for the Christian life. It must regulate the day from
morning to evening, the course of the year and the entire life. Only then will it be the sole concern of the
Christian. All other concerns the Lord takes over. This one alone, however, remains ours as long as we live.
Actually, it is a fact that we are not absolutely assured that we will always remain on the pathways of God.
Just as the first human beings could fall from being children of God to strangers of God, so each of us hovers
constantly on the cutting rim between the void and the fullness of divine life. And, sooner or later, we begin
to realize this. In the childhood of the spiritual life, when we have just begun to allow ourselves to be directed
by God, we feel his guiding hand quite firmly and surely. But it doesn’t always stay that way. Whoever belongs
to Christ must go the whole way with him. We must mature to adulthood; we must one day or other walk the
way of the cross to Gethsemane and Golgotha. And all external sufferings are as nothing in comparison with
the dark night of the soul, when the divine Light no longer shines and the voice of the Lord no longer speaks.
God is there, but he is hidden and silent. Why is that? Those are the divine secrets about which we are
speaking, and these cannot be completely penetrated. Nevertheless, we can get a little insight. God became
man so that we would once more share in his life. With that it begins, and that is its final goal.

But in between there is yet something else. Christ is God and man and whoever wants to share his life must
participate in his divine and human life. The human nature which he accepted gave him the possibility to
suffer and to die. The divine nature that he possessed from all eternity gave value and redemptive power to
his sufferings and death, which are continued in his mystical Body and in each one of his members. To suffer
and to die is the lot of every human being. But if we are living members of the Body of Christ, then our own
suffering and death receive redemptive power through the divinity of the Head. That is the objective reason
why all the saints asked for suffering. It was not a morbid desire for suffering. From the viewpoint of human
understanding it may even appear to be perversion. Yet in the light of the redemptive mystery it turns out to
make the most common sense. Thus, even in the dark night of personal distance from God and
abandonment, the one who is allied with God will stick it out firm as a rock. Perhaps divine foresight will take
up his torment in order to free him from his personal enslavement. Therefore — “Thy will be done!” —also and
even in the darkest night.

But can we still say “Thy will be done” when we are no longer certain what God'’s will would have of us? Do
we still have the means to hold to his ways when the inner light dies out? There are such means, indeed such
strong means, that it really becomes virtually impossible to deviate on any matter of principle. God came to
redeem us, to unite us with himself, with one another, and to conform our will to his. He knows our nature;
he takes it into consideration and therefore he has given us everything which can help us to reach our goal.
The divine Child has become Teacher and has told us what we should do. In order to allow an entire human
existence to be pervaded with divine life, it is not enough to kneel down once a year in front of the manger
and allow oneself to be taken in by the spell of the Holy Night. One must be actively engaged with God one’s
entire life long, listen to the words which he spoke, which have been handed down to us, and then comply
with these words. Above all, one must pray as the Savior himself has taught and so insistently emphasized
again and again. “Ask and you shall receive.” That is the sure promise of a hearing. And whoever prays from
his heart his daily “Lord, thy will be done” may certainly be confident that he has not failed to meet the divine
will, even where he is no longer even sure of himself.

Furthermore, Christ has not left us orphans. He sent his Spirit to teach us all truth; he founded his Church
which is led by his Spirit, and has incorporated in her his representatives through whom his Spirit speaks to us
in human language. In her he has united the faithful into a community and desires each one to be responsibie
for the other. Thus we are not alone, and wherever one cannot rely upon one’s own judgment and even upon
one’s own prayer, it is there that the power of obedience and the power of intercession helps.

“And the Word became flesh.” That truth became a reality in the manger at Bethlehem. But it was to be
fulfilled in yet another form: “Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood, has eternal life.” The Savior, who
knows that we are human beings and will remain human beings who have to struggle daily with weaknesses,
comes to our assistance in a truly divine manner. Just as the human body is in need of daily bread, so also



does the divine life in us require constant nourishment. “This is the living bread which came down from
heaven.” Whoever really takes this as daily bread experiences each day the mystery of Christmas, the Word
made flesh. And that is doubtless the surest way to maintain constant union with God, to grow each day more
firmly and deeply into the mystical Body of Christ. | am well aware that for many that is an all-too-radical
request. In a practical sense, it will mean for most — when they first start — a complete change in their external
and internal life. But that’s exactly what it is supposed to be! To make room in our life for the eucharistic Lord,
so that he can change our life into his, is that asking too much? One has time for so many useless things: all
sorts of stupid stuff gathered from books, newspapers, and magazines; sitting around in bars and gabbling on
the street for a quarter- or half-hour; all these are diversions which waste time and energy like crumbs. As a
challenge to the whole day, should it not be possible to put aside a morning hour in which one is not
distracted but recollected, in which energy is not wasted but gained?

Therefore — Thy will be done!l — also and even in the darkest night.

But, of course, this requires more than just one hour. From one such hour to the next, one must so live that it
may come again. It is no longer possible to “let yourself go,” even if only for a time. One cannot escape the
judgment of those with whom one daily associates. Even if no word is spoken, one senses how the others feel
towards you. You may try to adapt yourself to your companions, and if it is not possible, your common life
becomes a torture. It’s the same in our daily encounter with the Lord. One becomes more and more sensitive
to that which pleases him or not. If, on the whole, one was previously quite satisfied with oneself, it will now
take a different turn. You will find much that is bad and will change it as far as you chooses. And you will
discover many things you cannot consider well and good, but which are nevertheless hard to change. Then
gradually, you become very small and humble: you grow patient and induigent toward the splinter in strange
eyes because the beam in your own is brought into being; and finally, you also learn to be patient with
yourself in the inexorable light of the divine presence and to surrender yourself to the divine mercy which can
take care of all that ridicules our energy. The road is long from the smugness of a “good Catholic” who “does
his duty,” reads a “good newspaper,” “does the right thing,” etc. but on the other hand does what he pleases,
to a life in God's hand, in the simplicity of a child and the meekness of the tax collector. But whoever has once
walked it, will not go back again.

Being a child of God implies becoming little and grown-up at the same time. To live in accord with the
Eucharist means to let go of one’s own body voluntarily and grow into the broad expanse of life in Christ.
Those who seek the Lord within don’t always desire to have their attention upon themselves and their own
affairs. They will begin to take an interest in the concerns of the Lord. Participation in the daily Sacrifice
automatically draws us into the liturgical life. The prayers and sacred rites of the altar service present the
history of salvation to us again and again and allow us an ever-deeper insight into its meaning. The act of
Sacrifice constantly impresses upon us the central mystery of our faith, the crucial point of world history, the
mystery of the Incarnation and Sacrifice. Who could be present at the Holy Sacrifice with receptive mind and
heart without being caught up by the very manner of the Sacrifice, without being taken in by the request that
we ourselves and our puny personal lives rise up in the great work of the Redeemer?

The mysteries of Christianity are an inseparable whole. If one becomes absorbed in one, one is drawn to all
the others. Thus the road from Bethlehem leads irresistibly to Golgotha, from the manger to the cross. When
the most holy Virgin carried the Child to the temple, she heard the prophecy that a sword would pierce her
soul, that this Child was destined for the rise and fall of many as a sign of contradiction. It is the
announcement of the passion, of the struggle between light and darkness that was already present at the
manger.

In many years, Candlemas and Septuagesima occur almost simultaneously: the celebration of the Incarnation
and the preparation for the Passion. The star of Bethlehem shines forth in the dark night of sin. Upon the
radiance that goes forth from the manger, there falls the shadow of the cross. In the dark of Good Friday the
light is extinguished, but it rises more brightly as the sun of grace on the morning of the Resurrection. The
road of the Incarnate Son of God is through the cross and suffering to the splendor of the Resurrection. To
arrive with the Son of Man through suffering and death at this splendor of the Resurrection, is the road for
each one of us, for all humankind.



