LITURGIES FOR THE FIRST
WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME AND
THE SECOND SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

January 12 - 18, 2026

Monday, 1/12 t Weekday
6pm: ¥4 Mary Schrombeck & Margaret Bostamn by
Sharon Richie

Tuesday, 1/13 T Weekday, St. Hilary, Bishop
and Doctor of the Church

8am: Eloise

9am: A.S. No Mass

Wednesday, 1/14 ¥ Weekday
9am: A.S. ¥¥ The Daly Family by Mary Daly
6pm: Liz

Thursday, 1/15 ¥ Weekday
8am: Scott
9am: A.S. ¥ % The Walsh Family by Mary Daly

Friday, 1/16 ¥ Weekday
8am: Aiden
9am: A.S. % The Daly Family by Mary Daly

Saturday, 1/17 T Saint Anthony, Abbot

8:30am: Alicia (Birthday)

Saturday, 1/17 1 Vigil: The Second Sunday in
Ordinary time

4:30pm: Parishioners

Sunday, 1/18 * The Second Sunday in
Ordinary time

7:30am: Addie

9am: A. S. %% Don Sickler by Wife, Joan

11am: ©% Sharon Pfost by Marilyn Pacilio

This week at SS. C & M & All Saints
Mon,, Jan. 12 - 3:30pm - SVDP, Parlor

Wed., Jan 14 - 6:30pm - Parish Council

Thurs., Jan. 15 - 2:15pm - Legion of Mary

Thurs., Jan. 15 - 4pm - Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Sun., Jan 18 - 9:30am - Religious Education

Sun., Jan. 18 — 12N - Finance Council

Starke County Food Pantry Needs .
Peanut Butter, pancake mix & syrup, canned fruit,

laundry soap, dish soap, toilet tissue, salt, pepper, small
packages sugar & flour, sanitary pads, fresh fruits &
vegetables, canned meat, canned pasta with meat.

Father Terry would like to thank all those who sent
Christmas cards, blessed him with all the delicious
goodies, gifts and well wishes this Christmas season.

The Liturgy and Worship committee wishes to thank the
dedicated volunteers who helped decorate the church so
beautifully for Christmas. Special thanks to Lupe
Guardiola for working tirelessly to create the lovely
window decorations.

The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord in 2026
falls on Sunday, January 11, 2026, marking
the conclusion of the Christmas season and the
beginning of Jesus' public ministry, a moment
when the Trinity was revealed and Jesus was

| identified as God's Son. This liturgical

celebration focuses on Jesus' identification
with humanity, the descent of the Holy Spirit,
and God's declaration of Jesus as Beloved,
inviting believers to embrace their own
baptismal identity and call to service and
justice.
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After Jesus was baptized, he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and a voice was heard “This
is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.” As
we give to the poor, we also can hear these same
words.

Have you considered joining the Society of St.
Vincent de Paul so that you can live your
Baptism more fully?

Our Baptism, like the Lord’s, is a consecration to l

service. The bishop’s pastoral on stewardship
reminds us that “. .. there is a fundamental |
obligation arising from the sacrament of baptism

that people place their gifts, their resources - their
selves - at God’s service in and through the |
Church.”

Dear Padre

January 11, 2026

Why do our bishops not marry? Scripture plainly
says that they must be the husband of one wife
and have faithful children.

This is an excellent question and brings us face to
face with an important truth: for Catholics, the sacred
Scripture is not the singular source of our practice and
discipline. We also look, with equal authority, to the
living Tradition of the Church. The magisterium is en-
trusted with the authentic interpretation of both Scrip-
ture and Tradition.

With this theological and historical context as a nec-
essary background to your question, the answer to your
query is this: the lived Tradition of the Church does not
support a married clergy, including bishops. Although
the Scripture allows for it, and provides some general
guidelines, the lived Tradition of the Church does not.
The Roman Catholic Church has a celibate clergy and
will continue to have a celibate clergy unless and until
the magisterium, in union with the pope, determines
otherwise. There have been some discussions about
changing this discipline, but now there is not much
momentum that would suggest any imminent change.

In the wider Orthodox Catholic Church, in union
with Rome, there is a provision for a married clergy,
but, even in these traditions, there is no exception
made for married bishops. Bishops are and will con-
tinue to be celibate regardless of what Scripture may
allow. ®

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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" Good News!

January 11, 2026
The Baptism of the Lord (A)
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7/ Acts 10:34-38 / Matthew 3:13-17

MIGUEL DULICK

John, miracle son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, cousin
of Jesus and known as “the Baptist,” offers a “baptism
of repentance.” Then Jesus shows up. The eternal Son
of God a penitent? John is shocked and resists, saying it
1s Jesus who should baptize him. But Jesus insists, “to
fulfill all righteousness™ (Matthew 3:15).

At the very beginning of his ministry, Jesus is hum-
bling himself, much as he did toward the end, when he
washed the feet of his disciples. Then it was Peter who
would resist what seemed inappropriate by the standards
of this world. Jesus is giving us an example, the way of
the servant leader, as described in today’s beautiful pas-
sage from Isaiah. Jesus is the servant leader, the Father’s
Son, over whom the Holy Spirit danced like a dove, and
the Father, with his booming voice from the heavens,
said of him, “This is my beloved Son!” (Matthew 3:17).

Jesus allowing himself to be baptized may seem like
a contradiction, but given all that follows, we know he 1s
offering his followers a consistent model of what he ex-
pects from those who choose to be his disciples. As St.
Paul would later write to the Church 1n Philippi, “Have
among yourselves the same attitude that is also yours in
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God something to be grasped”
(Philippians 2:5-6). @
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A MORNING OFFERING

O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary;, |
offer you my prayers, works, joys and sufferings of
this day in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the
Mass throughout the world. | offer them for all the
intentions of your Sacred Heart: the salvation of
souls, the reparation for sin, and the reunion of all
Christians. | offer them for the intentions of our
bishops and of all Apostles of Prayer, and in
particular for those recommended by our Holy
Father this month.

The Memorare Prayer

REMEMBER, O most gracious Virgin Mary, that
never was it known that anyone who fled to
thy protection, implored thy help, or sought
thy intercession was left unaided. Inspired
with this confidence, | fly to thee, O Virgin of
virgins, my Mother; to thee do | come; before
thee | stand, sinful and sorrowful. O Mother of
the Word Incarnate, despise not my petitions,
but in thy mercy hear and answer me. Amen.



Communist China arrests hundreds of Christians just days before Christmas  Dec 23, 2025

(The Washington Stand) — Hundreds of Christians in China will likely spend Christmas in jail this year,
according to a recent report. Starting on December 13, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) mobilized “more
than a thousand police officers, SWAT units, anti-riot forces, and firefighters” in the Zhejiang Province’s Yayang
Town in Wenzhou City, raiding churches and conducting mass arrests of Christians, China Aid reported Friday.
“Belongings of relevant individuals were illegally confiscated, roads leading to the church were completely
blocked by police, and Christians in Yayang Town were unable to enter the Yayang church. The operation
lasted nearly five days, yet no public statement was issued by officials,” the outlet noted. “Within just the first
two days, several hundreds of people were taken away for questioning. On December 16 and 17, at least four
more individuals were detained.”

Two local Christians, 58-year-old Lin Enzhao and 54-year-old Lin Enci, were labeled “principal suspects of a
criminal organization” by the CCP, with locally-posted wanted posters charging the two with “picking quarrels
and provoking trouble,” which China Aid noted is a “commonly used charge” by the CCP against religious and
political dissidents. Over the past several years, CCP officials in Yayang Town have attempted to forcibly
destroy church property, including symbols such as crosses, and install CCP propaganda and imagery, such as
the five-star Red Flag and the CCP’s constitution. Enzhao and Enci were key figures in opposing the CCP’s efforts.
Chen Yixin, director of China’s Ministry of State Security, is a native of the province and has led efforts to
demoralize the Christian community there, including by initiating a program to destroy crosses in 2014 and
install the national flag, the Constitution, laws, and socialist core values in Christian spaces and promote the
“localization” and “politicization” of religious activities. However, the Christians of Yayang Town have resisted
the CCP’s efforts for over a decade, hosting rallies and demonstrations and even confronting state police
when necessary.

Following the mass arrests this month, the CCP hosted an “Elimination of Six Evils” demonstration, with SWAT
officers and riot police deployed en masse “to demonstrate force, intimidate local Christians, and create an
atmosphere of fear, framing the earlier law enforcement actions as ‘results of the anti-organized crime
campaign,’” by which the government means the crackdown on Christians. According to China Aid, police
have stationed vehicles at the homes of known Christians, “disrupted” communications among Christians in
the area, and have even gone “door-to-door” questioning church members and asking them to denounce
Enzhao and Enci.

“Government-driven public opinion campaigns are spreading defamatory rumors portraying Christians as
‘unpatriotic’ or belonging to a ‘cult,’” China Aid reported. “This approach aligns with China’s recent trend of
criminalizing certain religious activities. On September 29, China’s leader reiterated in a speech the need to
‘systematically advance the Sinicization of religion.’ Earlier, mass arrests at Beijing Zion Church saw pastors
and church members detained on fabricated charges of ‘fraud.””

In comments to The Washington Stand, ChinaAid founder and Senior Fellow for International Religious Liberty
at Family Research Council Bob Fu said, “The massive pre-Christmas assault on churches in Wenzhou is a
chilling reminder that the Chinese Communist Party fears the light of Christ most when it shines brightest. To
raid churches days before Christmas is not only an attack on Christians — it is an assault on human dignity,
conscience, and the hope that faith brings to a wounded world.” He continued, “History teaches us that no
regime has ever succeeded in extinguishing faith through force. These pre-Christmas attacks will only
strengthen the resolve of China’s house churches and further expose the moral bankruptcy of state-
sponsored persecution.” The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) and other
religious liberty watchdogs have repeatedly warned that China’s totalitarian regime is enacting human rights
abuses against religious groups within the nation’s border. A USCIRF report late last year detailed mass arrests
and the destruction or removal of church property, part of CCP President Xi Jinping’s “sinicization of religion”
policy. Religious groups and leaders who do not register with the official government-approved religious
organizations are often arrested, imprisoned, and forced into “anti-cult” programs to “de-program” Christians.
Earlier this year, USCIRF called on President Donald Trump to designate China as a “country of particular
concern” (CPC) due to the CCP’s brutal oppression of Christians and other religious dissidents.




Hollow Sanctuaries: When Churches Become Mosques As churches empty, mosques take their
place across the West. by Kevin Cohen December 11, 2025,

On certain Sunday mornings in America, you can still hear a church bell toll across an otherwise
silent neighborhood. The sound is familiar, but the congregation it once summoned has
vanished. Pews sit undisturbed, hymnals gather dust, and sanctuaries once filled with life now
echo only with the footsteps of estate agents measuring out a future that will no longer be
Christian. In much of the West, the bell remains — but its audience has gone.

Nowhere is that shift clearer than in Buffalo, New York, where the Diocese sold the former St.
Ann'’s Church and Shrine — a Gothic landmark completed in 1886 — to Buffalo Crescent
Holdings, a company associated with the Downtown Islamic Center. The purchase price was
$250,000, far below the tens of millions required for structural repairs. There was no scandal —
only a quiet transfer of a building one faith could no longer sustain to a community that could.
Renovation has begun, with plans to establish the site as an Islamic center.

Across the United States, similar stories now surface with increasing frequency. in Bridgeport,
Connecticut, the historic United Congregational Church — founded in the 17th century — sold
its sanctuary to the Bridgeport Islamic Community Center, which reopened the building as a
mosque and community hub.

When a mosque rises where a church once stood, it signals the retreat of one identity and the
advance of another...

In South Milwaukee, Wisconsin, the former St. Adalbert’s Catholic Church and school was
purchased by Masjid Al-Huda and now operates as an active mosque.

In Bristol Township, Pennsylvania, the closed Immaculate Conception B.V.M. Catholic Church
was acquired by the United American Muslim Society and is being redeveloped as Mevlana
Camii.

These examples sit atop an undeniable demographic reality: a nationally recognized Lifeway
Research study found that 4,500 U.S. churches closed in 2019, while only 3,000 opened. Some
analysts warn of a far steeper decline, with one widely cited estimate suggesting as many as
100,000 churches could close in the coming years.

This trend is not limited to former churches. In Stamford, Connecticut, a century-old
decommissioned firehouse — once a Greek social hall — is being converted into a mosque by
the Rahmatul-Lil Alameen Foundation. In Rolling Meadows, lllinois, a 47,000-square-foot
warehouse was transformed into a large Islamic prayer center. And on Long Island, Masjid Al-
Baqi occupies what was once a Pizza Hut and Japanese restaurant.

Across Western Europe, a parallel — and in some countries more accelerated — transformation
is underway. In the Netherlands, reporting in Trouw found that at least 25 former churches have
already been converted into mosques, as Christian congregations contract. In Friesland, roughly
250 of 720 churches have either closed or been repurposed, many into Islamic centres, while
Amsterdam’s Fatih Camii occupies the former St. Ignatius Church, and a former synagogue in
The Hague now serves as Al Agsa Mosque.

In Germany, the conversion of a former Lutheran church in Hamburg into a mosque provoked
intense debate about integration, symbolism, and cultural continuity.




